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PREFACE: 


'T HE variety of Seds, 
_ which daily ſwarm here 
>" in England, has forced 

me upon this way of ending Con- 
troverſies in Religion. No body 
can.conſute in particular the pro- 
per Tenets of each Se&, wnleſs he 
be firſt well informed what they 
are: and our Sel s are ſo Oume=- 
rous, and ſo various, that to be 
well informed of the particular 
Tenets of each ove of them, a 
mars life is n0t ſuffictent. Teas 
even Thoſe, who do profeſs to be 
. all of the ſame. Religion ., are 
many times ſo different one fron 
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The Preface. 


4other, that we can ſcarce find 
Two among them, who do perſe@- , 
ly agree in the Articles of their 
Faith. Sevcral, Religions retain 
cnly the name of what they were 
when firſt broacheds and ſhould 
one be perfeFly acquainted with 
the proper Tenets of the Sel s 
a2yhich are now 1n Vogue, with- 
ina ſhort time he would be to 
ſeek; when other new Hereſies 
comeinto faſhion. Behides, it is 
onething to convince a man, that 
he is in a wrong way, which we 
may do by reſuting the particu- 
lar Errors of the Religion he pro- 
feſſes3 and another thing to ſhew 
hi, which 1s the True way: 
which cannot be done , but by 
demonſtrating wnto him the 
True Religion. - 

Wherefore Thave endeavoured, 
with- 


— 
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_ without taking notice of the par 


ticular Errors of each Se&F, #5 
find out a Method , whereby 
#9 evidences to all perſons whats= 
ſoever, the True Rz/igion. For, 
this being once evidenced unto 
them, whoever ſtrayes from it, 
ay clearly ſte, not only that he 
7s 1n the wrong, but alſo how he 
may put himſelf in the right. 
Certain it is, that if there be a” 
True Religion i the world (as 
we ſhatl evince there is) it may” 
be found ont by all fach. as are 
concerned therein 3 and conſes 
quently by all perſons whatſ0s 
ever 3 For they are all concern'd 
in finding ont the True Religion 5 
frrce they are all bound to ” ſau | 
their Souls : Nor can they ſave 
their Souls , leſs they pleaſe 
Gods mor p'eaſ. God, unleſs they 
A-3 embrace 
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embrace the True Religion :: 
which is only able toteach them, * 


what they are to do to pleaſe 
God. (Sine Fide impoſhbite eſt, 
placere Deo, Heb. 11.6.) Nor 
finally embrace the Trne Religion) 
unleſ3 they can find out, and be 


convinced which it is. And if 


all perſons whatſoever may tind 
out, which the True Religion is, 
there muſt needs be ſome ways 
whereby they may find it out : 
and this way alſo muſt be ſuch, 
that. it may be found out. For 
what matters it. that there be a 


way to find out ſucha thing, if 


#20 Body can find out which that 
way 182. Ay endeavour therefore 


was to find out 1his way , of 


Convincing all perſons whatſo- 
EVETr, concerning the True Reli- 
$70ts 

Now 
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The Preface. 
Now Natural Reaſon, azd 


. Experience. teachesr.ns, that it is" 


not poſſeble to. contince. anyone” 
by. diſcourſe\, but: ut. of, what 
the perlon, with mon we. deal, 
does admit. For all. convidtion 
by diſcourſe muſt. be grounded 
vpn Prem! les | 4nd nothing Can 
be. convinced , or" concluded: out 
of premiſes, unleſs they be gran- 
ted. If every Thing is to be-pra- 
ved,' we ſhall never finiſh the 
proof of any Thing. The art there-- 
fore of, cqnvincing 4. perfor con- 
fiſts :in diſcovering lucht premi- 


ſes granted by. him, -whence is in- 


ferred what . we pretend to con- 
vince him of, 

Ana if the' premiſes. be not 
ouly gramed.by our Adverſary, 
but alſo. True mn. themſelves, 
they may be. effeFual, both ro 

A 4 La 


es 
La, 


The Preface. 


convince our Adverlary, and 


evince the Truth 100. But if-. 


they be not True in themſelves, 
yet granted to be 9, they may 
convince him , bit can mever 
evince the Truth : And ſuch 
Arguments are commonly ſtiled 
Argumenta ad hominem. $7zrce 
thereſore my deſign was, not on» 
by to convince the perſons , but 


#0 evince the Truth alſo, andts 


convince all perſons whatloever, 
concerning the True Religion, T 
further reſolved, to ſeek out Prin- 
ciples Trae in themſelves, pertt 
[nent fo prove the intent, aud 
Fach as no perſon whatſoever 
cord aeny, or queſtion. 

But where ſhall we meet with 
ſuch Principles? eſpecially. ſince 
we live in an Aee , wherein 4 
good wit, ard a bold wit axe 

| accoun- 


% 
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accounted Synonima's 5 and thoj t 


are held to be moſt ingenious, 
rho can deay molt. If we app'y 
our ſelves to the ſeveral Writers 
oſ each reſpeTive SeF , thinking 
to convince the profeſſors of ſuch 
Seds by the Teltimonies of their 
own DoCtors, we ſhall find.,that 
ſome Fancy one Author » ſome 


another 3 though they all profeſs 


themſelves to be of the ſame Re= 
Iigion. Neither w3/l they ſtand 


to all the Author , whom they 


Fancy, aſlerts3' but to what they 
pleaſe only, and in what ſenſe tog 
they pleaſe to interpret 3t. + Teas 
thongh they promiſe manly tines, 


at the Beginning, to ſlick to what” 
fuch a Doctor, to whom they 
are devoted, does affirm, in re="- 
ference to ſuch'a-Debate 5 yet” 
when they are preſi d .they flee offs - 
T As ana” 


a 


of: * 
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and ſay, That they will not pit __ 
their Faith upon the fleeve of 
Luther, Calvin, or any other 
particular DoCtor of the Prote- 
ſtant Church. | 

If we make our-addreſs to the 
ancient Fathers of the Church, 
endeavouring to evidence, by 
their Teſtimonies, the Truth of 
ours, and the Falſhood of our 
Adwverſaries Religion, this To-. 
pick 7s obnoxious to the fame 
faws » as the former. For our 
Adverſaries admit, among the 
ancient Fathers,only whom they. 
fancy , and of him only what 
they . fancy., and this only in 
what ſenſe they fancy ;: and 
though, to amuſe the people, they _ 
often vapour, that the Fathers, 
for the firſt 600 years aſter + 
Chriſt, did ſtand for them, yet 


when - - 


—_ 


' Teſtimonies produced out of 


with Non-fundamental Errors, 


The, Preface. 
when they are pinc hed with clear 


| them, deſtru@ive, to their part1- 
cular Sentiments, they plainly 


cconſeſ,, that even the chiefeſt of 


the ancient Fathers were infeFed 


Gand.(luch Errors only they af 
crihe, to Bellarmin azd other 
Writers af. the Roman Church) 
and with ſcveral. Superſtitions 
of Poper.y* or they cometo ſlight | 
them.all, fiying with ſpme Ger- 
maa Lutherans, that-one Rem- - 
nIthus, 75 worth. a thouſand Aus - 
ſtins,.. or, Y with their. grand. | Pa- 
triarch Luther). that they Adonot © ; | 
walue. a. Thowlahs Cyprians 4” 
iT pple d Aultins; nay, nor;the © | / 
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the Tradition only of fuch men, . + 
and in\ach matters,as they think © 
fit 3 or when they are urged, they. 
Sight ite 

If we appeal to the General 
Councils of the Church , ſhewing 
that by their Canons owr Terety 
are el{tabliſhed, and the Errors 
of our Adverſaries. condemned 3 
of eighteen General Councils, 
they admit only four : Nay, they 
do not afford any abſolute aſſent © 
to the Definitions of any Genes 
ral. Council whatſoever, but only 
4 conditional., viz. as far only 
as they, gnided by their own pri- 
vate Spirit, do judge, that what 
the Conncil defines, is agreeable 
to Scripture. 4rd ſare, they will 
not deny (auch an aſſent, ever to 
what the Conncih of Trent has 


defined, 
og, + 


"I _— cn 7 wr - Sx” "9"a4 by 
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place of Scripture , Matth. 26- 
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If we betake our Selves to $cri- 
pture, producing thence many 
pregnant proofs in vind:cation 
of the Articles we defend in op- 
poſition Þ to the. Proteſtant 
Church, though Sefaries boaſt 
that Scripture is: on their ſides, 
yet they allow only: of ach Scri- 
pture, of luch Verſtons, and of* 
ſuch an Interpretation, as their 
private Spirit di@ates unto 
them : So that if we will prove 
out of Scripture , as out of 4 
principle admitted by oxr Adver- 

faries, the Articles of our Faith, 
we muſt prove them out of Scri- 
ptrre » as Interpreted according 
to their private Spirit 53 which 
is impoſſuble.” For how can it be 
poſſible to evince againſt a Tuin- 
ghan, for example, out of that 


This 


fees 23 
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Thisis my body , the Real Pre- 


ſence of Chriſt inthe Enchariſt, : 


if we mnt. take that place mn the 
ſenſe of. "a Zuinglian., VIZ. 7 4 
meer Figurative ſenſe ?. 

And" ſince SeCtaries will not 


aſſent. to any thing in matters of 


Religion, afſerted--by Dottars, 


' Fathers, Tradition, or Coun-- 


cils; farther then it is. agreeable 


#0 Scriptures neithcr will they ; 


allent to. Scripture-, but. as 1n- 
terpreted by - their--owmn. private 
ſpirits. it:follſows manifoſtly, that 
the. malice of our Aunerſar ies has 
revdred all. the. forementioned 
T opicks (though good. in. them- 


ſelves) as admitted by them, and 


in the manner-they, ddmitithenty 


inſignificant, axd; ineffectual: 29 - 


prove ont. of them, anout of pier 
miſes granted by. our. Adnerſir 


ries: _ 


* 
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_ries, the Tenets of the true Rel;- 


gion and that whoever makes 
ſe of them as of ſuch, will of 


' ten be at a loſs. Tea, what ſhall 


we ſay to Les beaux Eſprits of 
our Nation, (the Spawn of He- 


reſie ) who openly diſtuom Do- 


Qors, Fathers, Tradition, Coun- 


cils, and Scripture? 

Wherefore to the end we may 
argue well againſt our Adverſary, 
out of a Principle as granted by 
him it is not enough, that ſuch 
a principle be good y and perti- 
nent 77 it ſelf: . but. it 35..neceſ<. 
ſary, that it be granted by our 
Adverſary , and in \uch a-man> 
ner» 4s that it. maybe eftectual 
to evince. what we intend. _ 

If, finally' we retreat;to; Nas 
tural. Reaſon ., endeavorring. 
thereby to make ont the True Re= 
Uiges- 
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lieion 5 though there be no rati-- + <- 


onal man, who will plainly con- 
feſs that he renceances all Natural 
Reaſon, (for: ſo he would re- 
zounce the being a Rational man; 
yes ſuch as- diſallow all other 
Topicks, do moſt vaporr 'of Na- 
tural Reaſon_) y:t many confine 
it, in ſeveral matters', to their 
owr: private Notions, and Fan- 
CIES. 
Notwithſttnding , there © are 
ſome Principles ſo manifeſt, and 
fo general, that no man whatſ;® 
ever can deny, or queſtion ther 
without evidently rendring him- 
ſelf nncapable of conſerring with 
any rational man. Such is this 
Principle, SOMETHING 
ESTRUE, -which no Sce- 
ptique , though never ſo Extras 
wagant , can call. in queſtions 


and- 


( 
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The Preface. 
and whoever ſhould affirm, that 


--. .-NOTHING IS TRUE, 


would not only incapacitate him- 


ſelf for all humane converſati- 


on, but alſo grant the very 
thing he denies : This Propoſitis 


' on Nothiffg is True, being of 


the nature of ſuch, as falſifte 
themſelves, and cut their own 
throats. Nay; zf nothing be true, 
the Polition our. Adverſaries pres 
tend to maintain is not Trae, 
os. This the Roman Churchis 


infefted with-Errors, and Cor- 


 Ourpreſent Method therefore is 
bottom'd upon the forementioned 
Principle , Something 1s true 
which IT keep in reſerve , to the 
end, that in caſe other Princi- 
ples ſhould fail me, I might have 
wherein to truſt, and whereon to 
ground : 
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ground the Convidion of all Diſ- 
ſenters ' whatſoever | from: thbe-. 


true Religion. For this Principle 
beirg once agreed: unto (4s ner 


cellarily it -mmſt be.) \T' deduce: 


thence the truth not rl of the 
Roman Catholique Religiows but 


alſo of whatſoever ſpedebivers as 


an Article of Divine-Fajith.  ': 
This Method* is Rational:, 
Compendious, Clear, Eafie, and 
General. 
1t is Rational 3 for. net only 


the Foundation, « byt; the Snper- 
ſtruftares too, are ſquared out 


by natural Reaſon. 

It is: Compendious: for, the 
whole ſubſtance of the Method is 
comprebended in 1x ſhort points; 
-which yet TI draw into. 4 aar- 
rower Circle. - A 

It 3s Clear :- interwovers _ 
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with plain, and general notions, 


of —=and deveſted from all Scholaſti- 


cal queſtions 3 which. of purgofe 


T have waved : For my.-perſwa- 


mical Debates, wherein we han- 
dale matters of Religion » which 
we cannot deny without for- 
feiting our Faith, are ot to be 
involyed with Scholaſtical 0Opz- 
vious which we may promiſcu- 
on/ly deny, or detend, without 
any prejudice to our Religions 
For, then the conteſt comes to be, 
not between Catholick, and. no- 
Catholick, bat between Catho- 
licks aud Cathohiques : neither 
do 1 ſee what neceſſity. there is, 
that men ſhould:be made Tho- 
miſts, Scatiſts, or Suariſts, be- 
fore they be made Chriſtians, or 


Catholiques :'.or why Thoſe, who 


COME. 
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come #0 our Religion, ſhould not 
have the ſame liberty, i ors 
der to opinions, as Thoſe, who 
are of our Religion. 

Tt is Eafie : For: that one 
may underſtand this Method, it 
is nt neceſſary, that he be vers'd 
in Fathers, Councils, or- Scri- 
ptures , or that he: has read 
Books of Cnntroverſie 4 #2:r 
that he be a Philoſopher, or 4 
Divine, or that he be acquain- 
fed with the Latin, Greek, or 
Hebrew Torgne; nay, nor that 
he be ſo much as able to read. It 
7s only neceſſary , that he be en- 
dowed with Reaſun, and that 
he be able to refle upon his own 
Thoughts 5 which any rational 
man is able to do. For my Task, 
int his Method, only is, among 
fo many general Notions, w5ict 


i 


either 
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either Nature, or Education, 


hath printed in the hearts of all 


men, tO trace out ſuch, as being 
rallied together, will certainly 
conveigh oze to the True Relt- 
gion. So that my deſign is, ra- 
ther. to. ſhew every one, how he 
may convince himſelf, than-to 
convince him my IE And 
though few are willing to yield 
to others, 7 contefts of great 
concern 5 yet no Body is unwil- 
ling to yield to himſelf, and bis 
own Notions. | 
Wherefore , laying afts ple all 


Animoſities, and Feuds of Dil- 


putes, which many hate ſd much, 
we deal fairly, and freely, with 
our Adverſa Jy, making him his 


own Book , and. only pointing 


out unto bins, by way of an In- 
terrogatory., ſuch Principles as 
| are 
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ere material to our intent. 


Firally, it is General 5 for. - 


the Satisfaction of all perſons, 
or the confirmation of all Ar- 


ticles of Faith, and for the con- 


futation of all Errors againſt Re . 
ligion. Tt is General for the ſa- 
tisfaGion of all perſons, whether 
they be:learned , or unlearned, 

whether they be Chriſtians, or 10 
Chriſtians. ” Sha whether they be 


of any Religion, or of no Reli-. 


ton. 'Teait is General, as well 
for ſuch as ſeek their own Sa> 
tisfaction i matters of Religi- 
on» as for ſuch as deſire to (atis- 
fie others. Nor Thoſe; who will 
make uſe of This Method", have 
any need of Books.z wich leſs of 
great Libraries * and whatever 
may our Adverſiry take; to at- 
Faque ns, we may force him to 
OUrL 
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evr. Method. So'that whoever is 


_- well acquainted ther-with, needs 


770t -any particular preparation 
to encounter any Adverſary » of 


whatſoever Sea or profeſſron be 


be. kad 

It is alſo. General, for the: Con- 
firmationgfall\Articles of Faith, 
For we ſhew at once the. Truth 
of All ſuch Articles : and not 
only of: ſ:ch as are now. Articles 


of Faith, but af jach tov, as fhul 


hereafter be declared to: beſo. 
IWe inſinuate alſo, how This. 14e+ 


#hod muy be-apphed fo any par- 
ticular point 5 yherern ſatis fact t- 


en is defired-.-: Wherefore, mher 
one 1s tor drfpute with another, 
of. mhat ſoeven, Religian the. be, if 
he will adjuſt himfelf to "T's 


\ Method; there is uo need to ad- 
ile: him befarchand,” of what 


F nl 
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particular Point they are to Diſe 
pre. 
Laſtly, it is General for the 


Conftutation of all Errors i= Re- 


ligion : not only of ſuch as have 
been, or are, but alſo of ſuch, as 
ſhall (perhaps) hereafrer be hat- 
ched. $0 that, though the Here- 
fies of theſe times ſhould go out 
of faſhion , (* as. probably 'they 


will J and other's come 1nto , 
vogue, there will be no need of » 


ſeeking anew Method, 'or - way 
£0 confitte them. oo 
Many ſpend much time in 
ſeeking out the True Religion, yet 
never find It : and+#he reaſon is, 
becanſe.they do not takethe right 
way : yea they - never enquire, 
whether the way they take be 
right, or not. And let-a Thing 
.be- never ſo eaſte to be met with) 


get 


- 
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yet if one takes the wrong way, 
'be'will never , or ſcarce evyer, 
meet with it. ; 

The firſt enquiry therefore muſt 
be about the way) tb find ont the 
True Religion. Our SeFaries com 
mbnly run to Scriptures, as the 
only way so find it ont; and to 
that Scripture which chance or 
Education has put into their 
Hands » without ever examining 


"whether it be true , ard entire 


'Scripture, or #0. Others addreſs 
themſelves to' the DoCtors of the 
"Religion eltabliſhed 3» the Conn 
try, where they were born; ſup- 
poling) rather ther proving, ſach 


'a Religion to be true 5 and with- 


ent refleFing , that men will be 


"ſure to prefer the Religion they 
profeſs, whether True, or Falſe, 
<=before all others. And though 7 
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eannot deny, but that ſome per- 


Jons have gotten into the True Re 


{igion by chance, or upon trivo- 
lous grounds3 and that if they 
conform therennto, they will be 
ſaved : yet certainly whoever 
comes to know » that the induce- 
ments he had to embrace the Rels- 
gion heis a member of, were vety 
{light, a»dinſignificant, be will, 


if he tenders his own Salvation, 


endeavour to find out Solid Mo-' 


tives: which if he cannot find. ins 
the Religion he hitherto has pro- 
feſſed, he is bound to ſeek them 
elſewhere. | hs 

T believe, that the Fate of this 
Diſcourſe will be the ſame, as 
that of other ſuch Diſcourſes» 
which are erounded upon Rea- 
lon, viz. that there will be, ſome, 
who when they hawe notbingelſe 
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ro fay, will cry out Sophiſtry,So- 


* phiſtry. But we muſt not be ſcar- 
red with meer words. Let ther 


legally ſhew, wherein the Sophi- 
{ſtry, or Fallacy, of any of our 
Arguments does conſiſt 3 or at leafs 
that they are Sophiſtical, ad 
Fallacious : ard they will de 
ſomething. But if they be not able 
fo do neither of theſe Things 3 aC- 
cording tothe Laws of rational 
Difcourſe » they wwi# confſeſ5 
themſelves Non pluſt 5 and if ts 
ſay only, without any legal proof, 
That art Argument is Sophiſtical, 
be enough to anſwer it, what Ar- 
gument is there.” though never (0 
concluding, which way not eaft- 
ly be anſwered © RS 

And to put an end to this Pre« 
face, Tentreat ſuch, ar ſhall take 


the pains toread this prefent me- 


B 2 thod, 


a wn Mos er tr Gros 
_ We, once , 
OY er 


Pos 1 hf a Brogny 


The Preface. 


thod, that they would be pleaſed 
to pernſe it with care, and dilts-— 
gence. For, even the cleareſt de- 
monſtrations are not underſtood, 
awzleſs they be conſidered with at- 
tention, ard that they would ſuſ- 
pend their judgmeet thereof, till. 
they have read 1t all over,, we 
having ſet down afier the ſix 
points, wherein the Method con- 
ſeſts, ſeveral things,which contri- 
bute much, to clear the difficul- 
ties, that may occur againſt it. 
And ſfuce there is no Book. ſo for- 
tunate, 4rthat it has been Appro- 
ved by all, - eſpecially. if it. treats 
of pornts controveited : AQr 102e 
o unfortunate) | as that it has not 
been approved byſome.: Such as 
ſpall approve. of this Method, 
grill at awery little expence have 
eaped a conliderable Fruit, viz. 
4 Come 


The Preface. 


— _ - a Compendious way to ſatirfie * 
themſelves, and others, in mat= 
ters of Religion : and ſach as' 
ſha't not approve of it, will have 
70 juſt reaſon to complain of me, 
as if T had put them to anygreat* 
expence either of Time or Mo-- 
EY. 
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A 


RATIONAL: 


Compendious way, 
-" T-O 
Convince, without any 


' Diſpute? all Perſons-whatſo- | 


ever Diſſenting from the 


TRUE RELIGION. 


"a LL perſons whatſoevers 
A that Diſlent from the 
True Religion, (which. 


we ſhall prove tobe the Catho- 


lique) muſt be either of no Re- 
ligionz or of a Falſe Religion, 


as is manifeſt. 
B 4 It 


Og 


If they be of no Religion, et- 
ther they deny a True God, and 
conſequently a true Religion, as 
Atheiſts: cr they grant a T rue 
God, but deny a True Religt- 
on, as Deiſts. 

If they beof a Falſe Relipi- 
on, either they deny aReveal- 
edReligion, but grant a natural 
Religion, as Libertines and Lati- 
tudinarians : or they grant are- 
vealed Religion, but deny Chri- 
{tian Religion, as Jews, Turks, 
and Pagan: : or they grant Chri- 
ſtian Religion, but deny Catho- 
lique Religions as rigid Prote- 
ſtants: or finally , they grant 
Catholick Religion to be. a.true 
Religion, and free from all Fun- 
damental errors: but withal they 
affirm, that it teaches 4s Arti- 
cles of Faith, ſeveral Errors, and 


Cor- .. 


(3) 
Corruptions 3 and conſequently, + 
that 1t 15not Freefrom all Errors - 
and Corruptions whatſoever-z 
as moderate Proteſtants. 

And becauſe-1t is impoſſible 
to-convince any one of his er- 
rors, but out of Principles, or 
Poſitions, which he himſelf does 
grant, as 1s evident : we ſup- 
poſe that there is no body 5. un- 
leſs he be manifeſtly either a_ 
Mad manor a Fool, and by con- : 
ſequence uncapable to be dil-- 
courſedwith,who does not grant 
SOMETHING TO BE TRUE. - 
For, if zothing be true , then =—_ 
15not True, that he, with whom | 
we Diſpute, is int his wits 3 that 
he 1s rather a man, than a Block; 
that he affirms, or denies, on 
doubts : Nay, it. is not true, - 
that Nothing is Tee, For, it © 
ET = "3 this:- 


C4) 


this be true, then Sowetbing is 


true. 

Upon this Suppoſition, ez. 
that there is ſomething True, 
my no rational man can que= 

ion) I ground this preſent Me- 
thod, to convince all perſons. 


whatſoever, diſſenting from the 
true Religion. For, if there be. 
ſomething True, we ſhall prove 


-— 


that there is a true God; and if 
there be a true God, That there -- - 


there be ſome True Religion,. 


is ſome true Religion 5 andif 


that there is ſozze true revealed. 
Religion 5 and if there be ſome- 


true revealed Religion , that 
Chriſtian Religion is true; and. 
if Chriſtian Religion be trues 
that Catholique Religion 3. and 
by conſequence Free from all 
Findamental Errors, and final- 


ly, .- 


(5) 


Iy, if Catholique Religion, be 
' true, and free from all Funda- 


mental errors, that it does not 
teach as ax Article of Faith, any 
error, Or-corruption 3: and con- 
ſequently, that it is free from all 
errors, and corruptions whatſo- 
ever. For Catholiqze Religi- 
0, Or Catholique Faith 1s taken 


. here,as1t comprehends all Thoſe 


Doctrines, and ozly Thoſe, whiclt 
the Catholique Church Deli- 
vers, as Articles of Divine Faith. 


And thus we ſhall convince all 
perſons whatſoever, diſſenting. 


from the true Religion and 


Faith, that is, frowe the Catho- . 


lique Religion and Faith. For all 
Diſlſenters imaginable are com- 
prehended in the forementioned 
Claſſes. 
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[.: If there be ſomething True» - 
I prove that there is a Tre God. | * 


For, if there be ſome Thing true, 


let's ſuppoſe that it istrue, T hat 
there is ſomething-better than an= - 
other 3 this being an. evident _ 
Truth aſlented unto by all rati- - 


onal men : and whoever denies, 


that there is ſomething better - 
than another, muſt neceſſarily .- 


deny himſelf to be better than 
an afs or a block. For, if he be 


better, then-there is ſomething - 


better, than another. And cer- 
tainly, whoever comes to deny 
himſelf -to be better than an Aſs, 
or a Block, is either a mad-man, 
or a fool 5- and conſequently un- 
worthy to be diſcourſed with 


any further. Now: if there be - 


ſomething better than another, 
there. is ſomething the beſt of all 


of 


Things. 


f 


JF: 


Things--For one thing 1s better - 
then another, becauſe it comes - 


nearer that, which is the beſt of 
all things. And how can it come 


nearer that, - which ts not ? It is- 


a common Maxim among(t Phi- 
loſophers, Supremum inunoquo- 
que genere-eft-menſura reliquo« 
ram in eodem genere. Thebeſt, 
and greateſt 1n each kind is the 
meaſure- of the reſt inthe ſame 
kind. For one thing is ſaid to be 


better than another in ſuch a. 
kind, becauſe. 1t comes nearer 


that, which-is the beſt... A Duke 
15 better inDignity than an Ear], 
becauſe he comes nearer the 


King 3 who isthe beft manof the: - 


Kingdom in Dignity. So that 
unleſs in each kind-there be ad-. 


mitted ſomething » that 7s ther 


beſt there can be noxule, nor, 


mMea-.- 
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meaſure , whereby one Thing: 


may be judged better than ano- 
ther in ſuch a kind.. Wherefore 


1f it be true, that there is ſome- 


thing better than another, there 
muſt be ſo-rething the beſt of all 
Things : andif fo, then there is 
a True God. For the very no- 
tion of a true God 1s Exs Opti> 


wn Maximuys, the Belt and 


Greateſt of all 'Things3 as all, 


even Atheiſts do confeſs, as we © .. 


ſuppoſe: for unleſs we agree a-- 
bout the notion of God, there 
can be no-Difpute between us.. 
Yea, what is the Beſt of all 
Things that exiſt , is alſo the 
beſt of all Things that are poſ- 
fible. For nothing pcflible can- 


exiſt, or be produced, but by _. 


virtue-of ſomething, that does 
exiſt : and nothing can produce 


—_— 


what > 4 


(9) 
- what1s better than it ſelf, Nemo: 
>— | © " elar, quod non habest. No body- 
: ives what he has not. I con- 

" 1 © clude therefore, that if it be 
true (as certainly it is) that 

| there 1s ſomething better. than. 
R another, .there is a true God. 


| 
IT. If there be a True God... [ 4 
I'provg:that there is ſome True | r | 
Religion. For, if there bea True 'S 
- God, weought to worſhip him, . 1 
in what manner he will be wor» "> 
ſhipped by us3 and obey him, | { 
in what matters he will be obey- 
ed by us. Subjects ought to re-- 
verence, and obey their Sove« \ 
reign z and Servants their Mas # 
ters, in what manner, and - | 


cx 
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what matters they require: and - Þ4 
if there be a true God, the Beſt (4 
' and greateſt of all things, E-# x] 
--þ 1 op 


Cto)- 


optimum, Maximum certainly 


he1s King of Kings, and Lord of - 


Lords, and Supreme Governour 
of the Univerſe: and weare his 
Subje@Fs, and Servants 5 as no 


Body, whogrants a True God) 


can deny. We ought therefore 
toreſpect, and obey God. Yea, 
what 1s to be reſpeted, or who 


15 to be obeyed, if God be not? * 


the Beſt of All things, the unt- 
verſal Monarch? If we ought 


to worſhipGod in what manner 


he wul- be worſhipped by us; 
and obey him in what matters 
he will be obeyed by us; there 
muſt be ſome Doctrine teaching 
us, in what manner God will be 


worſhipped by us, -and in what - 


matters he will be obeyed byus. 
For how can we worſhip or 0* 
þey. Ged , if we. neither know 


"%. 
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_ 


SS 
in what manner we are tO Wore 
ſhip him , nor in what matters 
we are to obey him? For, whe- 
ther God will aſſzgn, by Himſelf, 
the. particular manner of the 
worſhip to be given to him ,* or 
will leave the aſſagnationthereoſto 
en (and he mult neceſſarily do 
either the one or the other) we 


mult obey his will; and to obey 


it, we muſt know it. And how 


can we know it, unleſs there be -- 
ſome Doctrine, that teaches it ? 


If there be ſome Doctrine teach- 
ing us1n what manner God will 
be worſhiped by us, and in what 
matters he will be obeyed by 
us, .there muſt be ſome true Re» 
ligion. For by a true Religion 
we underſtand,according to the 
common not1on . thereof, - 4 Ds- 


arine, that teaches men, in what : 
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manner God will be worſhip d by _ 
them, and in what matters he 
will.be obeyed by them. Where- 
foreI conclude, that if there be 
a True God (as has been pro- 
ved) there is ſome True Relt- 
210N. 


TH. If there be fome True 


Religion, I prove, that there is 
fome true- revealed Religion, 


For, if there be ſome true Re- 


ligion, there is ſome Doctrine 
teaching us , in what manner 
God wa be worſhip'd by us, 


and in what matters he will be 


obeyed by us 5 for this is the 
notion of a true Religion 5 as 
we have ſeen.. If there be ſome 
fuch Doctrine. it mmſ# be revea- 


led wnto ws by God. For how 
cat we know Gods will, unleſs. 
he: —| —- 


(13) 
he reveal it unto us, either ;mw- 
mediately by himſelf , or eds 
ately by others, commiſhoned 
by him 2 Natwral Religion, or 
the Light of nature, teaches us 
only in general, That we are 
to worſhip God, in what man» 
ner he will be worſhip'd by us, 
and that we are to obey him 10 
what matters he*will be obeyed. 
by us: But 1t does not tell us 
4 (Cas is manifeſt) the particular 
manner, wherewith he requires 
we would worſhip him, nor the: 
particular matters, wherein he 
requires we ſhould obey him: 
which doubtleſs may be very 
different, And of what concern 
is1t, that we know we are to 
worſhip and obey God, if we 
neither know, how we are to 
| Worſhip him, nor ji» what we 
EZ are. 


(14) 


we are to obey him? Yea, ſhould_ 


God be pleaſed to leave to eve- 


ry one the choice of the man-' 
ner , wherein. he is to worſhip 


him 3 yet fince this would cer- 


tainly be a wery particalur man- 
zer of worſhip, not intimated 
unto us by the Law of Natures: 


God muſt reveal it. God there- 
fore muſt rewea/ unto us, in 


what particular manner he will _ 


be worſhipped by us, and in 


what particular matters he wilh 
be obeyed by us. And if ſo 5: 


then there 1s ſome true revealed 
Religion; which is nothing elſe, 
but a Do@Grine teaching men in 


what particular manner God: 


will be. worfhipped by them, 


and in what particular matters - 


he will be obeyed by them , re- 


vealed by God. Wherefore I. 
cAn-» :- 


C15) 
conclude, that if there be ſome 
-Zr4e Religion, (as has been pro- 
ved, that there is) thereis ſome 
; #ruercucaled Religion. 


IV. If there be ſome true re- 
vealed Religion, I prove, that 
Chriſtian Religionis true. For, 
if there be ſome.#rxe Revealed 
Rehgion, certainly , I hat a- 
mong all Religions that-pretend 
+0 be revealed by.-God, muſt be 
' true, which canevidently ſhew, 
that it has been »ziraculouſly pro- 
pagated, For a miraculous pro- 
pagation | cannot be effected 
without-truc, and real Miracles 3 
and True and Real Miracles are 
Gods Broad Seal, and manifeſt 
proofs of the Truth; in whole 
+ Confirmation they are wrought, 
.and a cert4in kind of Divine Re- 
7, . __wmela- 
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welation 5 Becauſe God can 
ſpeak as well by works, as by” 


words. All profeflors of revea- 
led Religions either pretend to 
produce true, and real Miracles 
in confirmation of their reſpe- 


QiveReligions,or at leaft would - 


be glad, if they could produce 
them. Yea even Atheiſts openly 
profeſs, that could they be cou- 
vinced of a true, and real Mi 


racle, done in Confirmation of 


a Truth , they fhould think 
themſelves bound to ſubmitun- 
ro it. Wherefore a rrue, and 
real Miracle , according to the 
unanimous conſent of men, is 4 
pregnant proof of the Thing, 
1n whoſe confirmation it 1s 
wrought. If that Religion, a» 
mong all that pretend to: be re- 
vealed -by God; beTrye, which 


- can-- 


| 


— 
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an evidently ſhew that it has 
been mriracalonſly propagated, 
certainly , that mutt be true, 
which canevidently ſhew, that 
though it contains ſeveral my- 
ſteries, far above the reach of 
Humane Reaſon, and divers (& 
verities , very contrary to hur 
mane inclination, yet has been 
propagated over a great part of 
the world , without the help of 


| = Arms, Or humane Enticements, 


by men of themſelves very unfit 
for ſo great a work 53 overcom- 
ing other Religions eſtabliſhed 
in the world, which preached 
hiberty arid pleaſures. For the 


' Propagation of ſuch a Religt 


on,.'and 18 fuch 


-&;0anner, (to: Lib.. 22. De 
.uleiSts Augnſtin's Civitat. Deig 


argument)either . cap. 5. 


was 


- > A—_——— ord o__ din "w=>I#+©, rene # 
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'awyas effected with Miracles ,: Or 


then it was miraculouſly propa- 
gated : which 1s what we pre- 
tend. If -without them 5 what 
rreater Miracle than this, 17%. 
that ſuch a Religion ſhould be 
-propagatedin ſuch a manner,and 
that without. any Miracle'! 'Tf 
ſuch a Religion - propagated in 
the manner aforefatd , *be'trne. 


is true. Forit1s evident, as even 
the enemies: of Chriſtianity do 
confeſs, that Chriſtian Religion 
has been propagated / over 'a 
great part of the world that it 
-contains ſeveral Myfteries , -as 
the Trinity, Incarnation, *Reſir- 
«rezon , and others, far above 
athe reach of :humane - reaſon; 
and diyerſe ſeyerities, as to egi- 


without them. If with then,” 


then certainly Chriſtian Religion” 


brace-- 


1 


WED mmD Byaot- 
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/ brace croſſes, to love our ene- 
© mies, to mortifie our paſſions, 

and others, very contrary tohu- 
"mane inclination 3 that it over- 
came Paganiſm eſtabliſhed *in 
the world, which preached li- 
berty and pleaſures: - andfinal- 
ly, that being ſuch , it was pro 
pagated without the *help. of 
Arms, or humane Enticements, 
by the Apoſtles, and other A- 
© Poſtolical men, "very nfit of 
themſelves for ſo great a work. 
All this (T ſay) is granted*even 

. by the enemies of Chriſtianity 5 
and is manifeſt from Aurbizutick 
Hiſtory, and conſtant Traditions 

and ſhould our Adverſaries de- 
ny any of the forementioned 
clrcumſtances,they thay be pro- 
ved againft them 'out of the 
fame Topicks, and with the ſame 
FT *C  Evt- 
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Fuidence, as Other ancient mate 


ters of Fact3 which ro deny,- 
or queſtion,even to then, v ould 


ſeem a madneſs. Wherefore 1 | 


conciude., that 1f there be ſome 
true revealed Religion, (as has 
been proved) Cliriſtian Religi- 
©N 1s true. 


Vi. TE Chriſtian Religion be 
txue,,.I prove, that Cathol;que 
Religion js true., By Catholique > 
Religion 1 "underſtand Romatn 
Catbolique, as wyll appear by-my 
proofs : and- there js" no ather 
Catholique Religion ,, but: the 
"Roman. If Chriſtian Religion 
be true; it may ſolidly be, pro- 
ved againſt the enemies thereof; 
as we .have proved it already, 


| 


and as all profeſlors, of _Chriſtt- } 


ay do Brant. Otheryiſe, why 
ſhould 


(21) 
ſhould they preach it, if they 
"Eannot "prove it 2 If: Chriſtian 
Religion may be ſolidly pro- 
vedz a Religion , that has the 
, fame proofs as Chriſtianity has, 
or a»y.of them”, that are: Solid; 
mult needs be true. Fort is 1m+- 


poſtble;; thatrhere ſhould''be 


any ſolid, or real proof of a 


Falſity, according to that Prins 
eiple; [Ext wers--tunrnm non 'ſe- 
" geitne” faiſio3 From: Fruth a» 
laneno Falfitfy:can be;deduced. 
F6aiReirgion that has the ſame 
proofs ws."Cþriſtianity has, be 
traey the 'Catholique Religion 
rtritt 3» fot n:hasthe/2me proofs. 
ag>Chriſttanity(z) 'which wall, 
maniteſtly appear;/if onerefledts 
upon” the: grounds:, - whereby. 
Chrifttans do commonty - ſhew! 
thecruth 061Chriſtanty:again(F 
yl C 2 her 


T a2) 


| her' eneniies. And. becauſe out 


Adverſaries in. this potnt , do”. 


-:-profeſs themſelves to be: Chri- 
 frians, we ask them , why 
they are , or what -Tation- 
al inducement they -have to 
- be Chnſtjans 2? or ©{ which 
comes to the:ſame) what ſolid 
.-proof cart they-produce to ſhew 
the Truth ..of Chriſtianity a- 
_gainſt-the enemies thereof 2 ad- 
, vertiſing them ,- that it; cannor 
' bea (olidproof of the Truth-of 
Chriftiamty , that which agrees 
to Judaiſm, Paganiſhr, ot Ka- 
 bometifar » which wez>us Chrir' 
ftians, believerobe falle Rieli- 
gions :' And how :can; we'per-: 
ſwade our (elves, that Chriftiam 
Religions true, 1f'we-have: no: 
better proofs 'for it; than; ars 
for aRehygion, Thich _ 

1 c © 24 
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y believe to befalſe? Andlet's © 


*fuppoſe, That our Adverſaries 


chuſe the reaſon above-mentt. - 


oned , of the miraculous prop 


gation of Chriſtianity 5 which is © 


a common, ſolid , and evident 
proof :. the ſame would be, 
ſhould they produce 'any other 


ſolid proof of Chnſtiamty. For - 


| it. may be -eafi iy applied to C4a-> 


tholique Relivior. Now) if the * 
- rruth- of Chriſtian Religion be 
folidly proved; becauſe it was-' 
propagated 1n the manner above * 
mfiauated, the Truth alſo of 

Catholique Religion 1s ſolidly 
proved by the like propagation. - 
For, the Romnr Catholique Re- 
ligton (as even our Adverſartes 


do confeſs, who blanie her up- 


on that account”) does contain, - 


beſides the general principles of 
| G3 Cart 


= 
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Chriſtianity Eefore-mentioned! 


very hard myſteries above the” 


reachof humane reaſon 5: as (for 
inſtance.) Tranſubſtantiatior , 
which thwarts (as they ſay.) all 
Senſe and Reaſon; and-very 
hard Precepts', and Counſels, 
eqntrary to humane1nchiation, 
as Vows, Faſts, Confeſſion; Probi- 
b;tiontor Prieſts to Matty Oc. 

Moreover, . the: Roman. Cas 


tholique Religion, even as Ccon- * 


taining. ſuch 'Doctrines as. our 
Adverlaries (tile errors, - aid 
corruptions,. has been' propaga- 
ted 'Oover a..great part-of 'the 
world, without the help of Arms, 
or humane Enticemests.,by, men, 
who were commonly Strangers, 
and very unkhr of themſelves, to 
reclaim, as they did , ſo vaſt a 
multitude. of people from P.z-, 

84ne 
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g4niſm,eſtabliſhed among them, 
-which preached Liberty and 
Pleaſtres, to Chriſtian and Ca- 
tholique Religion, which prea- 
ches' Mortification,- and Severt- 
ties. So St. Auguſtin the Monk 
converted England; and St. Xa- 
©?rizs divers Nations among the 
Indians ; and ſeveral others haye 
done the- like '1n other Coun- 
tries; why were Roman Cathos 
liques, and preached the Romazrr 
Catholique Religion : All which 
is granted by moſt' of our Ad- 
ver{ariesz and: againſt ſuch, as 
ſha'l 'deny any of the above- 
mentioned circumſtances, they 
may be made as manifeſt out of 
Anth:ntique Hiſtory, and Tra1i- 
tion, as we, Or they, can make 
mamfe(t againſt Pagans, the like 
circumſtances, 11 the propaga:1t: 
| 4 on 
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on of Chriſtian Religion :. and-- 
whatever exception they make - 
againſt this proof ,. or others: 


commonly alledged for-Catho-. 


lick Religion, was, or might be 
made by the enemies- of Chrt- 
ſt:anity , againſt thelike proofs: 


alledged for Chriſtian Religion : 
Cand certainly there cannot be 
a ſolid exception .made againſt 
a Truth:) and what they would 


anſwer the enemies of Chriſtia- . 


nity inthat cafe, if they anſwer 
ſolidly,, we anſwer the ſame. 
Now (to-uſe St. Auguſtins Are 
giuiment) the propagation of the 
Roman. Catholi fue Religion 1n 
the manner aforeſaid , either 
was done with Miracles, or 
without. their. IE with: thems 
then 1t was miraculouſly propa- 
gated, and conſequently is true : 


if. 


(279 


if without them , what greater” 
- +Miracle than this, viz. That fuch- 


a Religion ſhould be propagated 
+n ſuch a'manner, and that with- 


_ - out any: Miracle 2 Wherefore 


ſince we have the ſame proof, 
and grounds, for Cathalique Re- 
ligion, as for Chriſtian; if we 


will proceed rationally, we muſt - 
be both Catholiques, and Chri-+ 


ians 3 Or Otherwiſe we cant 


- neither be Chriſtians, nor. Ca=: 
tholiques. And therefore I con. - 


clude, that 1f Chriſt;an Religt- 


on be true, as has been proved;' 


MAL. Religion 1 Is true. - 


#3 


"4. If carholiqueReligi OY 
true, I prove, that it IS | 


nothing whatſoever,. «s an Ar-- 
ticle of Faith ,.. which is. not” 
True, or ahicttis"an error"; OB: 


C5: CQI« - 
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corruption. For, if Catholique 
Religion-be true, it 1s free from . 
all Fundamental, and Eſſential 
Errors, as Is manifeſt : all fuch 
Errors being: deſtruftiye to the 
very Being .of 4 True Religion. 
Tf Catholique Religion be Free 
from all Fundamental Errors, it 
does not err againſt any Funda- - 
mental point of Religion. For 
a Fundamental error 1n Religi- 
On is nothing elſe, .but an error . 


againſt a Fundamental point of 


Religien. If Catholique Reli- 
gion does not err. againſt -any 
Fundamental point of Religion, 
then it does not err againſt this 
Point, UL Ti hat God 7s not the 
Author of any error , or, corru- 
ption whatſoever 3 this being, 
doubtleſs, a Fundamental paint 
cf Religion 3 asall, who admis 
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any Religion , do confeſ:.- If 


_ Carholique Religion does not 
err againſt the fore-mentioned 
point, 1t cCo2s net teach-God to 
be the Author of any error , or 


corruption, whatſdever, or of 


any thing whatſoever, which 1s 
either an Error, -oF-COrruptian ? 
for to teach this, 1sto err againft 
the forementtoned point 5! as. 18 
evident. If Citholique Religi- 
- on does notteach God to be the. 
Author of any error or coiru» 
ptton- whatſoever, it does not- 
teach-any thing whatſoever as 
an-Article. of Faith ,, which. is 


either an error .,, Or-cOrruptlion--: 


For, to, teach; a; T-hing-as an. Ar-/ 


ticle of. Faith is-tq-teach. God. 


to be the-Author' of. $ts; or that it; 
has been delivered by God; as. 


alt do grams, Now. ſince it 1s- 


'manife(E*© 


— 
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manifeſt;- according to the una--. 
nimous conſent of both Catho=» . 


Jiques, and Proteſtants, (who 
blame us upon this. account ) 
that the Roman Catholique Re- 


ligion teaches, as Articles o 


Faith,: Purgatory, Tranſubſtan- 


tiation, Invocation-- of Saints, 
Veneration of Images, Adoratr- 


on of Chriſt-in the Euchariſt, - 


Infallibility of the Roman Ca- 
tholique Church, its perpetut- 
ty tothe end of the world, our 


Canon of Seripture, and other . 


Dodrinal Points controverted 


between us,. and them; it muſt - 


needs follow, that none of theſe 


Points are. either errors-or cors . 


ruptions. In-the like manner we 


may conclude: the ſame. of any 
particular Point, which comes 


er Febace; 15 (Briaſtance? . 


=4 
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i prove Trarſabſtantiation to be 
. :No error, nor corruption. The 
Roman Catholique Religion 
does not teach any thing as an 
Article of. Faith, which is ei- 
ther an error, or a corruption 5 
as has been ſhewn; otherwiſe it 
would' not be a Trve Religion. 
But the Roman CatholiqueRelis - 
gion does teach, as an Article of 

Faith, Tranſubftantiation, as all 
do confeſs. Therefore Tran- 
fubſtantiation-is no error, nor 
corruption. Wherefore I con- 
clude, That if Catholique Re- 
ligion be true (as has been pros 

ved it teaches nothing-as am -- 
Article of Faith, (neither does 
it, as here it is taken, teach any 
thing, but what it teaches as 


- fach) which is either an error, 


or a corruption : and conſe- - 
| quenty - 


(.32-) 


quently 1t 1s free from a// errors, 


and corruptions whatſoever z - 


which 1s what we pretended to 
prove. 

And to draw intoa cloſer Ctr- 
cleall the forementioned proofs; 
ſuppoſing that 1t is true, That 
there 1s ſomething better than 
another » the proof of a true 
Deity runs thus. If there be ſome» 
thing better thin another , there 
is ſomething the beſt of All Things. 


It there be: ſomething the Beſt of | 


All Things, there 18 a True God. 
Therefore if there be ſomething 
better than another, as cercainly 
there 1s, there 3s a true God. 

A True Deity \uppoſed',. the 
proof of a True Religion 1s fra- 
med in thts manner. If we 
ought. to Worſhip God mn what 
manner he will ' be worſhip- 
CO L6E TTY | ped 
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ped by us'and obey him in what © 
- matters he will be; obeyed 
us, there mult be ſozze Do@rne, 
teaching us,1n what manner God 
will be worſhipped by us, and 
inwhat mattershe will be obey- 
cd by us. It there-be ſome ſuch 
Da@Grine, then there is ſome true 
Religion. .T hereforeif we oughe 
to worſhip God, in w hat man- 
ner he will. be worſhipped by 
- us, and to obey him » #n-what 
matters he) wall be: obeyed by 
us,. (as, a. True Deity ſuppo- 
ſed, doubtleſs we ought.) there 
is ſome True Religion. - 

: Suppoſing that there 1s; /07e6 
True Religionythe proof of fome 
true revealed Religion, isas fal- 
lows. If therebe fome DoGrine 
teaching. us, 1n what manner 
God will be woxhipped by ny 
; and. 
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and 1n what matters he will be - | 


obeyed by us, it muſt be reveals - 


ed by God + if there be ſome 
ſach Do@rine revealed by God) 
there is ſome true reyealed Re- 
I'gion. Therefore, if there be 
{ome -DodFrine teaching ws , in 
what manner God will be wor- 
ſhipped by us, and in what mat- 
ters he will be obeyed by us, 


(as evidently there 1s, a True- 
Religion being ſuppoſed) there 


1s ſome true revealed Religion. /*. 


Suppoling that there is fone 


true revealed Religion,the'proof 


of Chriſtian Religion goes thus. 
It among” all Religions which - 
pretend to be revexled by-God, 
that muſt be true-; 'which has - 
been. miraculonſly -propagated 3 - 
certainly , - that muſt be true; 


which, thouglrcontaining ſeve- 


ral : 


” 


? 
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ral Myſteries, far above the reach . 
- of | Humane Reaſon, and divers 


ſeverities wery contrary tO Hu 
mane Inclination, yet has been 
propagated over a great part of 
the world, without the belp of 
Arms, Or bumane Enticements, 
by men very #zfit of themſelves 
for fo great a work 5 and has 
overcome other Keligions efta- 


bliſhed 1n the world , which. 


- preached liberty and pleaſares : 
If ſuch a Religion, propagated 


in ſuch a manner; be. true, then 
Chriſtian Religion is true. 
Therefore, if among. all Reli- 
gions, which pretend to be re» 
vealed by God, that muſt 'be 
true » Which has been miracu- 
calguſly propagated 5 - ( as cer- 
tainly it muſt , ſuppoſing that 
there is ſome true revealed Re- 


Iigion) 


(36. } 


ſigion ) Chriſtian Religion is 


true. 6 | 

Suppoſirg: that"Ch#iſtian Re-> 
ligion is true, -and that the fore- 
mentioned reaſon is ſolid, as 
doubtleſs it is 3 the proof of 
Catholiqus Religion is thus. If 
Chriſtian:Religion be true +be- 


cauſe propagated in the' manner 


aforeſaid , a \ Religion , that 
though containing as high My- 
feerres., and as hard Precepts as 
Chriftianity,' yet has been pro- 
pagated in the like manner,mult 
needs betrue. It ſs, then Ca- 
tholick Religion 1sTrue. There- 
fore, if Chriſtian Religion” be 
true, becauſe propagated in the 
manner. aforeſaid (as beyond 
Debate it is in the foremention- 


ed ſuppoſition.) Catholique Res - 


Iigton 1s Trae. }- 


A a+ ry a, .- y wth - 
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- Finally, ſuppoſing Catholick - 


* Religion tobe true; we frov'd; 
| That 1t:doesnotteach any thing 


as an Article of Faith, 'which'1s 
not true, in this manner: If 
Catholique. Religion be true, 1t 
doesnot err againſt any Funda- 
mental: Point 5 1610, it does not 
teach.any. Thing as an Ar#zele 
of Faith, which 1s not true. 
Therefore, if + Gatholique Re- 


- igion: be true, -as. it 1s in the 


prefent ſuppoſicion, it does not 


teach any thing as an Article of 


Faith, which 1s not true 5 or 
which 1s. an: error or..corruptt- 
All theſe-particular-Propoſt- 
7 tions have been expoun- 
ded more at large in the - 
former . ſix; Points. 


But: 


CIT X- © 
But becauſe many of our Ad- - 
verſaries do admit ſeveral of the” 
forementioned points 3 and be- 
cauſe it is notneceſlary.toprove 
what our Adverſary of his own 
accord - does admit; - you may 
begin with the fixth-, and Jaſt”- 
point, and ask-+ your Adveryſa» 
ry, whether he grants the Ro+ 
man Catholick Religion to be a 
true Religion-?-If he grants it, 
then-prove', according to the 
manner there ſet down, that 1t 
teaches:nothing asan Articleof 
Faith , which is not true'3 of 
which is-an-error, or-corrupti- . 
on. If he denies it, then- ask 
him, whether- he grants Chri- 
fttan Rehgion to betrues:Tf he 
grants 1t, then prove, 1n-confor- 
mity to.the way - contained in 
the fifth Point, that ay" 
: Relt= . 
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*Rehgion is true. If he denies it, 
- then ask him, whether he grants 


any revealed 'Religion to be 
true? If he grants it, then ſhew, 
according tothe Argument fra- 


med inthe fourth Point; that 
- Chriſtian: Religion 1s:true. "If he 
-demies"it ; then ask him, whe- 


ther he: grants any true Religt- 
on? If hegrants 1t, then prove, 
according tothe. Difcourſe for- 


-med in: 'the third Point , that 


there is \fome true revealed:Re- 


.kgion. If he denies ity then ask 


him, whether hegrants-a True 
God? Tfhegrants1&then prove 
according rotheArgument pro» 

poſed inthe fecond Point, that 
there is foe rrue*Kelipion. If 

hedeniesity then akin inthe 
laſt-place.>»ywhether he grants 
that'therea forething tre?” 88 
2 1631]: (for 
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{for example ) that there: is 


ſomething. better than another ® - 


which he muſt grant, unleſs he 
be-a Mad man, or a Fool 5 and 
conſequently uncapable' to be 
dealt with'by Diſcoutſes':: and 
then prove: ; according; tothe 
' Argament' conched: in the rſt 
Point> that, there 15a true God : 
proceeding. always: forwards, 
till you have Thewn »;thiat-the 


Roman Catholick;K-bgionis ex< 


enmpt! frog alberrarcand ors 
Tuptions whatſoever; whicti:1s 
the drift.of thisſhort'Difcourſe: 
And ince na Body:dgdes;car 
can diflent from; the Cathbolick: 
Religion, tuit-upan the actoung 
of ome: /DobCGrme taught by-1t 
as an Article: of Pazth ;imwich 
the: Dilltenteryudges :to:[beian 
errop;z: 107i arnaptipors;! what 


) more , 
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more. can be required to,cone 


- 1nce the judgment of all Dif: 


bs 


ſenters whatſoever from the 
True and Catholick Religion, 
than to-prove.(aswe have done; 
11. the fore-mentioned, points) 
that it does not teach any. Thing 
whatſoever, as an Article of Di- 
wine Faith, which is either. an 
Ss or corruption: 


" Ty rom Mo fore. ot Me- 
a we may: infer. by. ſeveral 
conſequences, (fince, one;error 
produces . another?) that who- 
ever denies the Catholick Ret- 
gion. to be free from.all errors, 
and., conuptions”; whatſoever, 
mult :needs'deny himfelf-to he 
better then a:Mad man , or a 
Fool, For,, ,if-Catholick Reli- 


| BION be-not; free from all. exroxs 


and 


y 
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:and corruptions whatſoever, "it 


muſt teach ſomething as ar Ar-" 


*#icle of Faith, which 1s either an 
error, or corruption. If it does 


teach ſomething s an Article of . 


Faith, which 1s either an error, 
. or corruption-, it 1s not Free 
from a/ Fundamental Errors : 
-3f it be not Free from all Fun- 


damental-Errors, 1t 1snot Tre: 
:3f it be not true, Chriſtian Re-. 
Tigion is'm0t True : if Chriſtian 


Religion beinot True, no revea* 
ted*Religion 1s/True : if no re- 
-wealed Religion be true, no . Re- 
Tigron is True - if noReligion be 
True, there ts 220 True God: if 
there beno True God, there ts 


nothing the Beſt of AU Things: 


if there be nothing the Beſt of 
all Things, there is nothing bet- 
#er'than another: and finally, if 


there- | 


(439) 
_there be nothing better than at 
other, the perſon, with whotn 
we diſpute, 1s 20 better than a 
Mad man, or a Fool. So that, 
whoever denies the Catholick 
Religion to be free from all er- 
rors and corruptions whatſo- 
ever, will be forced.” unleſs he 
recants, to deny himſelf to be 
better than a Mad man, 'or a 
Fool: which before any rati- 
onal! man will be forced to dos 
certainly, he will recal the er- 
ror, from ' which ſuch vaſt ab- 
{urdities are deduced; and o=- 


penly confeſs, that the Catho- 


tique Religion, or Faith) is free 


from all errors, and corruptions 
1maginable. And though” the 
laſt Propoſition be deduced 
from ſeveral precedent conſe- 
' quences'3 3 yet this Method is 


-D confi 
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-common even among Mathe- 


maticians, who are thought by © 


all to proceed a moſt conYu- 
ding, and demon(trative way. 
Moreover, according to the 
ſame Method, .we may ſhew the 
Truth of any Point , -delivere 1 
by the Roman Catholique Re- 
ligion » as an Article of Faith, 
whether it be ſpeculative or pra- 
cticalz of little, or. great-m3- 


men:, hard and abovethe reach” 


of Natural Reaſon; or eafte and 
ſuitable to Humane underſtand- 
ig. For the Catholick Religi- 
On (:$s ve have proved ) does 


teach nothing as an Article of 


Faith, which 1s not true: and 
ſures 1t-1s againſt the very ef- 
{ence of a true Religion, (ſuch 
.as the C: t1olick_ Religions) to 
father upon God any thing that 


- 
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hat 18 not true, ſpeculative or 


© practical, little or great, hard or 


eaſtez and to teach a' Thing as 
an Article of Faith, isto father 
It upon God. And though Ca- 
tholicks be commanded many 
Things by their Eccleſiaſtical 
Supertours , (as Faſtirig upon 
Fridays, annual Confeſſion, and 
fuch like) whictrare ro Articles 
of: Faith; yet 'tis'an Article of 
Catholique Faith , that we are 
bound to obey our lawful Su- 
periours, whether Eccleſiaſtical 
or. Civil, 
And as concerning the hard- 
7eſ# of ſome Myſteries, taught 
by the Roman Catholick Relti- 
gion as Articles of Faith%t can 
be no Argument to prove that 
It1s not a true Religion. For, 
certain it is, that God does know 


-very high, and hard Myſteries, 
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. far above the reach of humane 
underſtanding, and contrary tor = | ©» 
thenotions of Things here be- | 
low. If he does know them! 'he 
may reveal them. If he may re- 
veal them, then a true Religion 
(lince 1t muſt be revealed by 
God) may contain tuch mylte- 
ries. And if a True Religion 
may contain | ſuch Myſteries, 
it can be no good argu- 
ment that a Religion 1s zof - 
true, becaule it does contain ves 
ry. high, and hard Myſteries, 
above the reach of humane un- 
derſtanding,and contrary to the 

. notions of Things, which hu- 

. mane realon comprehends. Yea, 
the. haxder the Myſteries are, 
which the Roman Catholick Re- 
lI1g91on does contain, the 2zore 
.mmraculoys is the propagation 
thereof, For ealte. Things are. | 

belie- 


: (47) : 
believed with eaſe 3 but hard 
Things are not believed with- 
out great, difficulty - And the 
more miraculous the propagati- 
on of the Roman Catholick Re- 
ligion 1s, the more reaſon there 
ts to believe.,that it 15a true Re- 
ligton. | 

[n the like manner, following 
the ſame Method , we may e- 
_ vince, that the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion 1s, not only a Trxe © 
-Religion, but the true Religion; 
and that the Roman Catholick 
Church is, not only a Trae © 

Chirch, but the true: Church : 
(By a true Church: we under- 
ſtand 'a' Congregation of men 
that profeſs a true Religion 3 
and by the true Church we un- 
derſtand the Congregation of 
all. ſuch , -as profeſs the re 
<5 #4 Re-" - 
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Religion 3 and a true Church - : 


and a true Religion are taken, 
as con-diſtinguiſhed from a falle 
Church, and a falſe Religion :) 
That out of the Roman Church 
there 1s no. Salvation » and that 
no Church, which 1s not a Men 
ber of the Roman Church , 1s 
a Member of the True Church : 
For alltheſe Points are _delive- 
red as Articles of Faith by the 
Roman Church as both we.,and ' 
our Adverſaries do confeſs. That 
it is, not only a True Religion, 
but alſo a ſayzd Religion. For, 
what more can be required for 
the ſceundneſ5 thereof, than that 
it ſhould not teach ang corrupti- 
on whatſoever © as we havepros 
ved it does not. That it.1s ex 
tirely a true Religion, contain- 
ing all Things neceſſary to he 


bes 
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bel ev=2?, and all Things nece{t. 


ary to be done, in order to 
Silvation 3 either xeceſſitafe 
medii,' or neceſſitate precepte. 
For this alſo it delivers as an 
Article of Faith. Yea, halfa Re- 
ligion is nor a true Religton 3 
as half a man, /z. the Body a- 
lone of a many is not atrue man. 
That it 's, not only Tr#e, what= 
ſoever the Roman Church deli- 
vers as ar Articie of Faith, and 


45 revealed by God , but alſb . 
'tis true , That it is an Article © 


of Faith, and revealed by God: 
as 'for example, not only the 
Mvftery of the Trinity 1s #rze 5 
but alſo 'tis'true , that it is re- 
wealed. For it is an Article o 


Faith, that thoſe Books, 'where- 


1n the Myſtery of the Trinity 
iS"contained , and declared to 
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beſo, are the True Word, and ' 
Revelation of God. So that one -. 
would be an Heretick, not only 
if he ſhould deny the Myſtery 
of the Trinity , but alſo if he 
ſhould deny 1t to be revealed : 
and as one cannot be a true, and 
loyal Subject, who counterfeits 
the Kings Hard and Seal; o 


that Religion' cannot be true, 


which Counterfeits Gods Word, 
delivering (1n order to autho- . 
rize any Thing whatſoever) 
Things as revealed by him, 
which he never revealed. Fi- 


nally, that whatſoever the Ro- 


man Catholick Religion , or 
Church, teaches as ar Article 
of Faith, 1s not only true, but 
znſallibly true. For , among 
other Points, that it deli- 
vers as Articles of Faith, (and 
CON- 


. (51) 
conſequently are true |) one is 
- its own Infallibility in. matters 
of Faith asall do grant. It is 
therefore true, that the Romar | 
Religion. 18 Tnfal/ible 1n ſuch (4 
matters : andif ſo, then it muſt E 
.neceſlarily follow , that what- | 
ſoever it declares as 4a matter © 
of Faith, 1s1nfallibly true. For, 
It 1s impoſſible;.that the Sentence 
of 2n; Infallible Judge ſhould be 
. fallt;5- <..- | 
Beſides, ſince we haveſhewn 
that the Komarn Catholick 
Church is. free from all 
Fundamental errors. lt 1s ' 
inferred, 3% EX 
1.” That 1t does not err 'a- - 
gainſt : any Fundamental Point * 
whatſoever , - ether mediatdy, 
or immediately. For ,' an error © 
"does not ceaſe to be Fyundamen- © 


boos 
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tal, becauſe it is only mediate- . 
ly, and by conſequence, oppo- . | 
fite to a Fundamental Point.” 


For to be medzately oppoſite to 
a point , Is to be oppoſite to 
that point » and another point 
alſo, whereon the Trath of the 


former depends. A Diſeaſe, or . 
Wound does not ceaſe to be. 


»ortal , becauſe it infers only 
mediately the death of a man, 
deſtroying i-mmed;ately only the 
Diſpoſitions neceſſary . for the 


_ . conſervation of his lifes which 


being once deſtroyed, there fol- 
tows the ſeparation between the 
Body and the Soul 3: wherein 
: e Death of man formally con- 
ſts. 


2. That it cannot be ſaid, 


Fhat the Koxwar Catholick Re> 
ligion does not err againſt any 


od 
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Fandamental point, preciſely be- 
- -cauſe it holds all the Fundamen- 
tal points of the - Frue Religi- 
on. For a Religion may con- * 
tradict it (ſelf, and err again(t 
that very poſnt, which it holds. 
Certainly, a Religion, - which 
ſhoyld deny Chriſt to be -God,z 
would err Fundamentally 5 and 
conſequently, would be no frxe 
Religions thoitgh it ſhouldscone 
tradicting let's bold at the * 
ſametime;!that Ghryk1 1s God, | 
and all ether-poſitive points of 

the -True: Religion. To the 
truth therefore of a Religion is 
is-Fequilite , -not only. that- jt 
boldsall F (!ndament al pointsof 
the .true-Religion' 3; but. alſo, _ 
that it does '=0t dery_any. of 
them, neither »gediately, non - 
——— z, obſerving, whas © 
i3* | 
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is related of St. John Baptiſt, 


'{Joan. r. 30] Confeſſus eſt, ES -- 


"201 negavit He confeſt , and 
did not deny. .. 

- 2. That 1t cannot be affirm- 
ed, That a Religions true, and 
conſequently; that it' does not 
ert-/againſt any ' Fundamental 
point, becauſe ſame, who pro- 
feſs it, are excuſed by Invinci- 
ble Tenorance. . For, invincible 


ignorance , though jt excuſes © 


him, who has ity ifrom: errine 
malitionſly, yet it'does not ex- 
cuſe him from errizg3' nor the 
Rehgion, which ſhould contain 
ſuchan error, from being exrs» 
#e0w » and heretical too; if: the 
poi, againſt which it: erts, -be 
an Article of Faith. Sare, a an 
that ſhould ſay' That Chriſt 3s 


rot God, would err Fandameons. 


3 


zallys .. 
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zally, whether he ſaid it out of 


- #grorance , Or malice and a 
Religion, that ſhould teach ſuch 
an error, would be an Heretical 
Reltgion, and err againſt a Fur- 

.damental. point , viz. the” Dis 

-vinity of Chriſt. - + Ol: 

*. 4+ That a Religion, . which 

teaches God to be the Author 
of any Thing, that is really azz 

error, muſt needs err againſt a 

Fundamental point , -though:it 
teachesſuch a Thing 25-4 Irwth. 
For, tort, is to teach. a Thing 
as a:Truth., which really 1s:an 
error. The Arrzazs, doubtleſs, 
erred againſt ' a Fundamental 

point, - by teaching thet''Chrift 
was #:0t God 3 which was really 
an error”, though they thought 


it to be a Ty»th. 'Whereforethe. 
Roxax Catholick Rygligion (can+ - 


noE..- 
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notbe free from all Fandamey- 
tal errors, unleſs whatſoever it | --1 
teaches 4s an Article of Faith be 
really truez andnot only judged |, 
by the Church to beſo. | | 
According to the {ime M3- 
thod we convince ar once the 
Triith of all our 'Articles ' of 
Faith: For we have ſhewed;that 
what ſoever-the Roman Church 
teaches as i ar Article 'of Faith, 
1s truez otherwiſe, it would'not - 
beatrue Church; andthatthere 
is 20 Article of Faith, -which is 
; _notdelivered as ſach by the Ros 
 _ manChurchzotherwiſeit would 
not. be exterely: true.  Whence 
we-:avoid: the: 'tedious' way .of 
Treating: Controverſies, (for 
whieh the whole-life of man is 
ſcarce ſufficient ) | viz. of pros 
viog . each'paint of ts £5 
9: | | - na " 
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fie. by-it ſelf, and out of its own - 
proper reaſons : thoughI donct 
*hinder, but that we may prove * 
ſome parti-ular.points this'way 
- alſo; yet we have irfinuated 43 
above, 1n the.ſixth Point , how | | 
we-may.apply this general way, 
_ . to decide any particular. queſti- IJ} 
' en concerning matters of Faith \9 
wherein the party, with whom _ —0 
we deal, deſires ſatisfaction. - , { 
f 
, 


4 
. _— — m— 
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_ _ Apain, the ſame Method will 
,- teachushow we may, witheafe, 
diſcover all Herefies .whatſo- 
ever. For it 1s eafte to know, 
what Doctrines are delivered by 
the Romas Catholick. Church, 
(which we have proved. to be, 
not only a. #rxe ,. but the, zrue 
Church) -as Articles of Faith; 
either out of the Canonsof Ge- 
 nera] Councils , admitted, by | 
A ; At. 


®. . 


that Church, or out of the Au- 


thentick Catechiſms, or Pro+-- 


felons of Faith, uſed among 


Catholicks 3 or finally out of -| 


the unanimous confent of Ca- 
tholick Doctors: and if there 
-be a Debate among Catholick 
Writers » : whether ſach a Do- 


! 


Carine be delivered by the Ao- 


-22an  Catholick Church as ar 
Article of Faith; we oblige no 


Body to look upon it'as av Ar- - 


Ficle of 'Faith of that Church : 
"nay , the conteft between Ca- 
tholicks and 'no-Catholicks 1s 
not, whether ſuch DoCtrines be 
Articles of the Catholick Faiths 
'Or hots ' but whether they be 
errors or truths. Now, if one 
knows, whar Dodqrines are, de- 
Hyered by” the Cathbolick 
Church ;-as Articles of Faiths 


he... 
 J 
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(59). 
he may eaſily know, what 'Pro- 
poſitions are 72 mediately oppo- 
ſite to ſuch DoCtrines. As for 
example, if one knows, that 
Purgatory 1s delivered as an Ar- 
ticle of Faith by the Catholick 
Church, he cannot but ſee, that 
No-Purgatory, (or the denial of 
Pxrgatory) 1s immediately op- 
polite to ſuch an Article. And 
if one knows, - what Propoſiti- 
-Gns are izzmeaiately oppoſite to 
ſuch Dotctriges, as-the 'Catha- 
lick Church delivers as Articles 
of Faith, he knows alſo, what 
Propoſitions are Formal Here- 
ies . For all Formal Here ftes 
whatſoever are immediately op- 
polite to ſome DoGFrine, taught 
by the True Church ( 3.'e. the 


Catholick ) as an Article of 


Faith. 


Mores- . 


( 60) 


Moreover , if one knows 


what other Propoſitions do ze+ 
eefſurily infer any Formal Hes - 


teſie, he knows alſo, what Pro. 
pcfitions are: virtual Hereſpen. 
For a'l virtual Hereſte \muſt ne- 
cellarily infer a Formal Hereſ#e. 


And becaufe the Roman Catho- | 


lick Church is, not only-»ow the 
True Church , : but will be till 
the worlds end ; (for among 0- 


ther:thitgs , which ſhe delivers: 


as Articlerof Faith y one is her 
own perpetvity) by help of this 
Method we are taught, not on- 
ly what Hereftes now are, or 
have been; but alſo what Heres 
files ſhall be hereafter --1f it hap- 
pens, that any mew Hereſies be 
broached. For all Hereſies what- 


loever muſt,.neceſlarily be con- + 


frary to ſome DodGrine delive- 


red 


hs ma, yp mA Wh py, A © ww _ af wo 


a wy mc © A ity My $23 


Fi 


—M 


Es Cara A $2. 


+ nifeſ(t 


( 617) 
red by the Catholick Church, 
us an Article of Faith. : 


Yet further, by the means of {3 
this Method 'we- may ſolve all qd +3 
,ObjeFions againſt'the Truth of FI 
the Roman Catholick Church, | 


or any Dofrine delivered by it 
as an Article of Faith; (hewing i 
in general, That whatſoever 1s oO 
or can-be objected againſt us 1n LY. 
this kind, either from Keaſor, Or * 1 
"Authority, is falſe, or. Incouclu- #1 
ſive. For, 'if the Roman Cathor 14 
lick Church be a Tr#e Church, 71 
and 1f whatſoever ſhe teaches (3 
as an. Article of Faith, be True, ) 
as we. have evinced; it follows 
evidently, that what ever 1s, or 
can be, objected againſt our 
Church, or any Article thereof, 
muſt neceſſarily be either Falſe, 
or Tzconcluſive. For it is a mar 


82) \ 


nifeſt principle of Logick, Thit Wt 


there can be no True, :Soli1, and ' 
Real Proof again ſt 4 Truth , or- | 
of a Falſity. Trueit is, that this 


Method doth-not inſtrut us, 
how we are to anſwer 1n payti- 
cular every -Objetion againſt 
the Truth of the Rom-ar Church) 
and of the Docrines which ſhe 
delivers as Articles of Faith. But 
this 1s not neceſſary, to the end 
we may. remain ſxlly ſatisfied, 
concerning the Falfity or T1002 
cluſtveneſ7"of whatſoever is vb- 
jetted againſt her, or her Arti- 
cles. All. men are firmly per- 
ſwaded, that there is Local Mo» 
fron, and' that 'we mave from 
'one placeto another, as 'r-aſo, 
and experjerce, do evidently de- 
movrſtrate 3 and conſequently, 
according to the Principle juſt 


NOV. .: 


Has 


<0  ſove, 
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"now -1n{inuated , they are cer= 


P4jr, that whatſoever is objeCt- 
ed againſt Local Motion ; als 
though it ſeem never fo hard, 
1s either Falſe, or 'Tncluſive. Yet 
very few can ſhew d:rre&ly, even 
with probability, and perhaps 
no Body with evidence, how and 


why eack Objection in particu-. 


lar againſt Locel Aotion, Is et- 


ther Falſe, or Izc oncluſtve. And 
generall\ ſpeaking, one may be 


certain (8 ſeveral obvious 1n- 
ſtances do EVINCE ) that fuch 4 
Thing is ſo, withour knowing, 


or being able to aſlign , ei- 


ther the particular manner , 
how 1t 15193 or the dire#F and 
proper reaſon, why it is ſo: and 
conſequently one may be fully 
(atisfed, that ſuch an object: 
"on 1s ctther. Falſe, or Twconclu. 


(64) 
Foe, though he be not able to 
givethe proper, 'and direct reas* 
fon why it is ſo. 

And although T muſt needs 
confeſs, that there are ſeveral 
other ways, to demonſtrate the 
Truth of the Roman Catholick 
Religions as there may be »74- 
ny reaſons, and all of them ve- 
ry good-, to prove the ſame 
Truth : yet 1t 1s ealle to force 
our Adverſary to come to this: 
Method. For,all Me:hods what. 
{oever, 'to prove the true Relt- 
gion, Or any other verity, are 
grounded, either upon Reaſon, 
or Authority. If o:r Adverſary 
will betried by Reaſon, the way 
we have taken in this Method, 
in order to-find out thetrue Re- 
Iigion, 1s built upon Reaſon. For 
Reaſon ſhews us, that there is 
ſomes. 
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ſomething better than another) 
"and / that if | there be ſomething 


better than another , there 3s a 
God, and thatit tiere be a.God), 
there 1s a True Religion - and 
thus: Reaſox guides us downe 
wards, through the forementi- 
oned Points, till it has proved, 
That the Roman Catholick. Re- 
ligion delivers nothing. as an Ar« 
ticle of. Faith, which is not true: 


*and that then we are to believe 


her 1n whatſoever ſhe teaches as 
ach. | 
But if our Adverſary will be 
tried by Authority , either of 
Scriptures, Or. General Conncils, 
or ancient Fathers, Or Modern 
IWriters, T his Trial, if icbe well 
managed, muſt depend upon the 
knowtedge of the True Churchs 
and Trae Religion. For certain- 


W | ly, 
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ty, no Body, in matters of Re-_ 
ligion, 1s bound to be tried by” 
the Scriptures, Councils, or Do- 
 Etors of a Falſe Religion. We 
cannot in prudence require of a 
Chriſtian to ſtand, in Debates 
of Religion, to the Deciſions 
of the Alchoran, the Scripture 
of the Turks 3 or to the De- 
crees of their Councils, and Dos» 
ctorss Wherefore, when men. 
appeal to Scriptures, Conncils, 
or Do@&ors, for the deterniunatt- 
on of Religious Debates, doubt- 
leſs, their 1ntention 1s to appeal 
to ſuch Scriptures, and Coun- 
cils (and ſuch alone, and to al} 
ſuch) as are admitted by the 
True Church 3, and to ſuch Do- 
ctors only ,- as are Members of . 
the True Religion. And how can 
we know, what Scriptures, or 

what” 
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_ What'Councils, are admittedby 
'the True Church 5 or what 
DoGors 'are Members of the 
"True Religion 3 unleſs we 
know,which 1s the True Church, Y- 
_ and which 18 the True Religion £ 
For what Saint Augnſtix' (aid of 


the Church in. order fo the 


"Scripture ,. Fgo. vero ©Evangelio 
#01 crederem, niſft me Eccleſte 
_ Catholice commoneret authori- 


'#as.3 [ Aug. lib. *Epiſt. cont. 


Manich.- cap.' 5.7] may: be ex- 
tended to Councils, and Do- 


ftors. For the preſent. Tree 

Church decides, not only what 

- ancier.t Councils, and DoGaors 

have been Orthodox,. but alfo 

"what modern, Councils, -and 

' Doctors are.. ſo. We forte 

_ therefore our Adverſary to'the 

Inveſtigation of the True*Re- 
mM *'E * lIigion' 3 
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'Iigion 5 . and then we may. ſct 


upon him, according to thg- 


Method above-mentioned, 

_ * Moreover, when one appeals 
to Scriptures, Councils, or 'Fa- 
thersy ſure he 'appeals to them 
as rightly underſtood. For who 


will be tried by © Scriptures, | 


'Countits ; or Fathers , under- 
ſtood in 4 wrong ſenſe © Now 
if thereanſe:a conteſt, as com- 
monly there does, between us,- 
- and our Adverſaries , concern» 
"ing the right meaning of the 
places , alledged out of $cri- 
ptare, (the ſame 1s of places 
alledged out of :Conncils , or 
' Fathers!) certainly the Judge 
to decide this Debate , mult 
appertain to the Trxe Religion. 
"For, Who will make his appli- 
cation to- #1 Atheiſt, to decide 
DO oy er On 
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mitters of Religion 2 or what 


"Chriſtian will -go to a Tarks 


or a Jew , to determine mat- 
ters belonging to Chriſtianity ? 

In Itke manner , When one 
appeals to the private Spirit in 
matters of Religion, -ſure -he 
will not appeal to the private 
Spirit of an- Atheiſt; or, if he 
be a Chriſtian, to the private 


Spirit of a Jew, -a Turk, or an 
Heretick, His intention there- 


fore 1s to appeal to the private 
Spirit of ({uch as are of the Tyxe 


Religion : and we cannot be - 
aſcertain'd, who, .or.what ap- 


pertains to the True Religion, 
unleſs we be informed which the 
Thyue Religion i. - 

And thus we force our Ad- 
verſary again,-to make enquiry 


into. the True Religion. 3. -dnd 
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"3 
"then we may attack him afrer 
. our own way-: asking him? 
whether he grants the Roma 
_ Catholick:Religion to be « #rze 
--Religion? if he grants it » we 
may ſhew, .according to what 
. we hinted above:-, That the 
-. Roman Cathohck Religion 15s 
..the true Religion 53 -and if fo, 
| that to her appertains the judg- 
-ment of Controverſie, and of 
the true, and:/genuine ſenſe of 
Scripthres , © Conncils, and-Fa» 
.thers. | Whence 'T (conclade, 
that till we have found out, 
. which. is "the true Religion, 
ſcarce any other Thing under 
Debate; appertaining' to-Reli- 
gion , can be proved: nl 
_ whenthat is found out, all c- 
. ther T hings appertaining to Re- 
Tigion: are proved: without -dif+ . 
Kculty, © - And 
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T And here I cannat but refle&* 

Oo upon the unreaſonablenefs of” 

* | _ our Adverlaries, who-will tie 

7: us to-certarz Topicks,: without 

'e | - giving us leave to make uſe of | 

t | others, of no lefs force. Some : 
e | will have us ſhew them in the | 

1s | Firſt F onr General Councils, or 

>» | 1n the Fathers of the Firſt 600 | 

p= {|' years after Chriſt , in expreſ+ C3 
pt terms, all the Points, which. we oO 
of | *"defendin oppofition to thePro- - 
" teſtant Church 3' and unleſs we 

e, can do it, they proclaim thervi- * 

ty | GQory againſt us. - And why 

2, might not we,: in the fame man- 

er | ner” require of them to. ſhew 

i- | usIntheApoſttes Creed all their 

1 Thirty Nine Articles ? or in the © 

0-4. Bit Chapter of St. Matthew's 

& Goſpel, all the Myſteries of 

fe Chriſta Religion 2? we admit, 


” = WE EY .. befide- 


So 
befide the'Fonr Firft General 
Councils, ſeveral eluies of &-" 
qaal Authority : and beſide, the 
Fathers of the Firſt 600 wears, 
other Fathers, and DoCtors. 
Others will have All Contro- 
verſtes decided by expreſs Scri- 
prure, and "by their Scriptures 
only, and with their werſtons, 
and interpreted, according to 
their ſenſe, without .hearkening 
either to Councils, or Fathers, © 
or any other. Topicks , though 
very folid and effectual : wheres 
as any good. ; and ſolid argu» 
ment, let.it be drawn from any 
Topick whatſoever, 1s-fufficrent 
to evince a Truth : ahd no Bo- 
dy can, with reaſon, require more 
of. his. Adyerſary , than that he 
ſhould prove ſolidly the Theſis, 
which he undertakes to defend. 
Net-'- 


Xo 


our way. For though, perhaps, 


_ miy be apt enough; yet another” : 3 


. is verſed, Cavils, wherewith to 


as if we did refuſe t& be- tried : 


9 


Neither is is it neceſlary, That all* 
Truths \hould be evidenced out. 
of evcry place. 

Wherefore it 1s not Pradence” 
to permit 3 that'our Adverſary 
ſhould preſcribe us the manner,. 
wherein we are to attack him : 
It is better to force himto fight: 


the way he propoſes unto us, 


may be more aduantageows: and 
an adverſary. may , with more 
eale, find, in'a way wherem he 


elude our Arguments, though 
never. '{5/ good 3” then "if © he: 
be brought intoa Th28 wheres | 
1m he isnot acquarnted. - 

Yet becauſe they may have | 
no occaſion't9 quarrel with us, 


F.-4 by. 
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by Scripture, we profeſs, that- 
we are not univilling to be tried © 
by It. Butthenit muſt be with , 
Theſe Conditions 3 which nora- }. 
tional man can look upon as .. 
ablurd, viz. By Trae Scripture, 
By the whole Canon of Scri-. 
pture,By the True Verſions there- 
of, and by Scripture rightly 
underſtood. The ſame may be 
ſaid of Conncile, and Fathers. 
We have made frequent men-. 
tion 1n this Diſcourſe, of Fxx- 
damental points of the True Re- 
ligion, yet we donot require of. 
our Adverſaries ( that which 
they areloth to do ) to exhibit - 
unto us a Catalogue of all ſuch 
Points. What we require of 
them is only, That they grant 
this point to be Fundamental, - 
and Eſſential, to a True Reli- 
g10N, - 


TW 
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_ gion, viz. God is wot the Author” * 
of any error, or corruption, what- 
foerer, or, whatſoever God re- 

- , weals, is true. And ſure, no-* 

Body, who grants any true Re- * © 

Ngion, yea any True Deity, can  - 
refuſe to grant This  pofition. 
For it 1s certain , that there are 
ſome Points deter inately Fun- 
damental ,' and Eſſential to a 
__erueReligion: ant if there be 


= any ſuch',' why not this > The 

; very Foundation of - Divize 

; Faith conſiſts in this Principle, 
| That' God does neither deteive, 

: or” is deceived,” in any: Thing © : 
.. whatſever © * and conſequently,  - 
1 | that heivnot the Atithorof any / 
f. error, great orlittle,” and that 
6: What ever he reveals 1s rrue. 
9. Otherwiſe 'one might "ſay 4 - 
? thingh God har revealed flick's © * 
" Ye "SÞ'% 
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Things perhaps it is not ſo, as be, 
has revealed it : which doutbleſs* 
would bea manifeſt Blaſphemy. 
Yea, thereaſon, why we ought 
to believe God, before man, 153: 
becauſe men F many times de- 
ceive, and are many. times more- 
deceived. But God. does never; 
deceive, nor 1s deceived. 


We have mentioned. alſo ſe-.. 


veral times, Natural and Revea-, 
led Religion. By Natural Religi- 
on we underſtand Thoſe neceſ>. 
ſary common Principles of 2405 
rality,. relating to our duty to-- 
wards God, our. ſelves, and our 


Neighbour, 'which. Nature has 


printed in #he hearts. of men 3 
and are uſually {tiled The Law, 
of, Nature. Such are theſe Prin- 
Ciples. Do-as you would be done 


by. FEONY Gen. | \ Hononr our 
Pa. 


_ 
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Parents. . Obey. your Supetionrt, 


' Fly Evil. Do Goo1 and ſuch 


like. Natural Religion alſo-- 
does inform us concerning ſeve- 


ral Attribites of God: as that: 
he 1s Supreme” Guvernour: of. Fhe. 
Univerſe , That 'helis 229t.idle: 
in the world, That he: complies 
with his CharaGey 5 and neg 
quently. thar he rules and ig 


verns the 'world:5 :Lhats =_ 
* jeſt. and mbreifuh 5! and: gatſe-; 
repdrd. 
puniſh: 


quently 5 that:ihe.. w; 
thoſe, who do well, : 
ſuch as: do" ill.” By: a nevealed: 
Religion is:f1 pnified a Religions; 


that. contains either ſoing-hjgh, - 
Myſteries: , {eated” above; tlte, 
Sphere of Humaye Reaſonz.07,” 
ſome particular manner f-WArr 


ſhippingGod or, ſome ariienst 
lax: ett on yy: : Wher ons. Fe fg" 
2d E bey 7 
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obey-him3. freely revealed unto 
us. by God. 


Now God may manifeſt his 


will unto men divers ways, el- 
ther by Writings , Words , or 
other Signs, by: poſitive Injun- 
GFions' or by. Silence ( as men 


alſo”: 'may -manifeſt their will) 


by himſelf, or by: others. Com- 


miflioned by-him, whether Az- . 


gels; or Men © or he may :ma-. 
nifeſt his will par#ly by. I#riting, 


and 'parx 
Writing 


of an Expoſitor... He may alfo 


determine by. himſelf the par-- 
#italar manner, wherein he will. 


be' worſhipped, and the parti-. 


culgr matters, wherein he will. 
r manner | - 


in Words 5 or by.. 
" or Words fo clear;-. 


that any one may underſtand - 
them: or 1{o obſcure, that to. 
underſtand them there 15 need; 


L 
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be obeyed 5 or he may aſſign -- 


 - others to determine them : and 
though it be Free for God to 
chuſe #his, or that way of go- 
verning men , . yet ls 
there are men , he muſt needs 


lay hold of ſome way+or other, - 
to manifelt' unto them his pleas .. 


{ure : otherwiſe-he -would not 


comply- with this Chara@er 'of + 


being Governour of the, world s 
and conſequently there muſt. be 


ſome: Religion freely - revealed... 


by God. -. 

- Beſides, out -of that common 
notion of God , {aflented unto 
by . All Es Optimum  Aaxi- 
mm, the Beſt of all iFhingss 
(though we may , prove: the: 


Exiſtency of a Deity by other - 
Notions, :agreed -upon by. the 

parties.) we may caſily deduce... 
BET 276 ſeveral! 


Tu Sroetd Go _— 6 >” 
< D er S COI 


000 


(20) 


ſeveral Attributes of God. ' For 
God'is the Beſt of all Things- 


in all kind of PerfeFions : Be- 
cauſe, as there is one better than 
another 1n Wiſdom, Goodneſs; 
Power, and other PerfeFions 
ſo there muſt be ſomething the 
Beſt of all, i: Al/ kind of Per- 
?Fions; which we term God. 
Tf God be the Beſt of all in 
Wiſdom,” Power; Goodneſs, and: 
in all kind of perfe&tions, it fol- 
lows that he is Free from a} 
kind of imperfeFions. . For an 
unperfection, 1n-any kind what- 
foever, - conſiſts 'in @ defisiency: 
from: what.1s- beſt 10'that kind::; 
and :therefore :1mperfeQion: 1s; 
commonly : defined- Defe@ us a\ 
e440.':. Since. therefore it 15! 
impoſhible , That 'what-3s:/ the! 


Feſt in all kind of. perfecttons,; 
es ſhows -. 


& 
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F ſhould be deficient from being 
a zhe Beſt 712 any kind » We COon-' 
q clude, that God 1s free from: 
1 +. all 'imperfetions whatſoever : 
> and if fo, ther- he is-2nfrnitely. 
> perfeF-1n all kind of perf. &'- 
: ons. : For-all Iimitanon in per-: 
fection muſt proceed from ſore: 
: zperfeFion 1n that kind. If 
- therefore God be free-from all 
; imperfection :72 . what : kind ſo- 
_ ever, -Itnecefiarily follows, that 
he 18 7finztely, and: without 1i-: 
; zitation perteCt iz all kind of 
| perfections ,. and conſequently 
that - he 1s -not.. conftituted.. of. } 
Things 1mperfect : and hence 
* | may be inferred the ſimplicity 
of the Divine Eflence. - / 
. Moreover, ſince one; thing | 
1s better than another,.;becauſe: 4 
; it comes nearer that , which is 
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the Beſt 3 and ſince 'tis impofi- - 


ble, that any thing ſhould cot” 
zearer that which 1s the Beſt, 
than what really > and by iden- 
tity is the Beſt 3. we conclude, 
that what 1s the Beſt, cannot 
zncreaſe 5 and ' what carmor in 
creaſe, is infinzte. * For, whats 


lvever 1s finite, and limitated>.. - 


may increaſe. ' . 
Notwithſtanding it is not ne- 


ceſlary ; before we have found - 


out the True Religion, that we 
ſhould know any : other A4ttrs- 


butes of God, or any other pro-/ 
perties of the True Religion, 


beſides Thoſe only the know- 
ledge. whereof is 'precifely 're- 


-quiſfite for the Diſcovery of the 
True Religion 5 and are atlmit- 


ted: by ſuck! as we deal with* 


-. > Hand 
the reſt the True Religion will 


"teach us. 


IF one deſice to know , why 
ſhould one Thing be ſaid to be 
better than another , becauſe it 
comes nearer what js the beſt, 
rather than becauſe it goes fur- 
ther ſrom what is the worſt, the 
reaſon 1s, - becauſe perfection 


conliſts in Poſttives 5 imperfe= - 


tion in Negatives - and accord- 


' Ing to the Natural Order -of 
Things, Negatives are to beex- - 


plicated by their Poſitives, and 
not on: the contrary. : as Dark- 


eſs 1s expounded by Light, and 


not Light by Darkneſs. So 


that the worſt is rightly expoun- 


ded by the greateſt diſtance from - | 


the Beſt : whereas the Beſt 1s 
explained by the greateſt con- 


junFion with that, which con- 
= TE calns - : 
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eains all parfeftion. Yea, if" 


there 2mﬀ# be ſomething the 
worſt of all Things, why #:»ſt 
there ot heſomething the Beſt 
of All Things? and conſequent- 
ly a True God? whichis what 
we pretended to prove 1n the 
Firſt point. | 

And becauſe we defire to deal 
fart . and freely with our Ade 


verfaries 3 when: we Diſpute 


with ſuch as profeſs themſelves. 
tobe Chriſtians, we give them 
teaveto aſſign any ſolid induce- 
ment 'what{oeyer, why they are 
Chriſtians, with the Advertiſe- 
ment mſinuated, Point the fifth, 
I'do,not ask them, what 3t is 


to be Chriſtians » but why they 


are ſd: and ſure, no Chriſtian 
will be aſhimedto tell any one; 
what inducement he has to be a 


Chri- 
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: Chriſtian. And to propoſe this-: 


queſtion to them , may contri-- 
bute much to ground them 
well in Chriſtian Religion. For 
there are Chriſttans, who have 
ſcarce ever reflefted; not only: 
what it is to beChriſtians, but: 
neither why they are ſo. 

- Some will tell us, that- they 


are Chriſtians , becauſe they 


were bred , and: born amongſt 


_ Chriſtians, or becauſe they live 


ewnder a Chriſtian-Prince.” But 
theſe Motives are frivolous. For: 
though fuch circumſtances have 
been the occaſtor, why many are 
Chriſtians,: yet they cannot be a 


prudent Motive, why they: are 
fo. . For a Turk, who is borna 


Turk, and. lives under the Twr- 
kiſh Government, has the ſams 


realon.to be a Tark, 
py Others. 
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Others, who have never re - 
Hetted » why they are Chriſtis' 


{titans , ask me, what induce- 


ments I have to be a Chriftian- - 


and though this be not to an- 
{wer the queſtion themſelves, 


but to have meanſwer for them 3 + 


yet to ſatisfie them, I may pro- 


pole the forementioned miraca- 
Foxs propagation, or ſome other 
' ſolid Reaſon 5 which being once 
approved of by them , may eas * 


fily be applied to Catholck Re- 
lgion. - 

Others will ſay , That they 
are Chriſtians, (and this 1s the 
common an{werof Proteſtants) 
becauſe:;ſzch Bookyz which they 


believe to be the Word of Gods. - 
mterpreted in ſuch 2 ſenſe, as 


they believe they are to be in- 
terpreted in ,. inform them of 


the: 


TW) 


' the Divinity of our Saviour, and 
, *of other Myſteries of Chriſtia- 


ity. But a Jew has the tame 
reaſon to' be a Jew; becauſe 


ſuch Books , which he believes 


to be the Word of God, inter- 
preted ix ſach 4 ſ-nſe, as he be- 
lieves they are to be interpre- 
ted in, tell him, that Chri# 7s 
not God, nor the Meſſras. 
Beſides, it cannot be. a good 


-yale to arrive to the right ſenſe 


of Scripture , to interpret -It 
according to each ones private 


reaſon. For if it werea good 


rule, who ever ſhould adjuſt 
himfelf thereunto , would in- 


-terpret-Scripture z: 4 right ſenſe - 


which is manifeſtly falſe. - For 
Two, who interpret-Scripture 
in contradiory ſenſes , ' may 


Both tollow their own private 


. Tho 
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(88) 
Wreaſon , 2s 18 evident: and yet 
*It 1s certain, that either the one; - 
or the other | of theſe T'wo 
-would not 1nterpret Scripture 
in-4 right ſenſe. For 1t 1s 1m- 

pollible, that Two ContradiFory 
ſenſes ſhould Both be right, and 
intended by the Holy Ghoſtz 
who cannot contradict himſelf; 
and that only is the true ſenſe 
of .Scripture, "which was 7zten- 
ded by the Holy Ghoſt, We 
challenge theretore our Adver- 
{aries to produce any ſolid in- 
ducements for one to be a-Chri- 
{tian, which does not prove that 
he ſhonld be a Catholick :. So 
that with .T ruth. we may ſay, 


.No Catholique, No Chriſtian. 


Wherefore my main Task in 
this work, 1s, to ſhew. that what 
roots are alledged for Chriſtiars 
Relze > 
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Religion , may be alledged for 
- .Catholick Religion 5 and by con- 


ſequence that we have the ſame 
inducemeiits to be Catholicks, 
as to be Chriſtians; and that 
what ObjeFions are made a- 
gainſt Catholick Religion, are, 
or may be > made againſt Chri- 
ftian Religion: and accordingly 
that we have the ſame Motives 


to be No Chriſtians,as to be No 


. Catholicks. And it would be 


abſurd to ſay , That we. ought 
not to urge Sectaries #pozx 'this 
Topick, for fear, leſt they ſhould 
deny Chriſtian Religion to be 
true , rather than grant the 
Truth, of Catholick Religion. 
For in the like manner they , 
might ſay, That we ought not 


to urge Sectaries out of Scrj= 
Pure (or any other Principle 


grant 
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Woeſon , 2s 1s evident :; and yet 
* It 1s certain, that either the one; 
or the other of theſe T'wo 
-would not interpret Scripture 
in-4 right ſenſe. For it 1s im- 
pollible, that Two ContradiFory 
ſenſes ſhould -Both be right, and 
intended by the Holy Ghoſts 
who cannot contradict himſelf: 
and that only is the true ſenſe 
of Scripture, which was 7zten- 
ded by the Holy Ghoſt, We 
challenge therefore our Adver+ 
{aries to produce any ſolid in- 
ducements for one to be a-Chri- 
{tian, which does not prove that 
he ſhonld be a Catholick : So 
that with .Truth we may ſay, 


.No Catholique, No Chriſtian. 


Wherefore my main T ask in 
this work, 1s, toſhew, that what 
roo are alledged for Chriſtian 
Relze XN 
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Religion, may be alledged for 
.Catholick Religion 5 and by con- 
ſequence that we have the ſame 
inducemeits to be Catholicks, 
as to be Chriſtians; and that 
what ObjeFions are made a- 
gainſt Catholick Religion, are, 
or may be > made againſt Chri1- 
ftian Religion: and accordingly 


that 'we have the ſame Motives - 


to be No Chriſtians,as to be No 
_ Catholicks. And it would be 
abſurd to ſay, That we. ought 
not to urge Sectaries #pox: 'this 
Topick, for fear, leſt they ſhould 
deny Chriſtian Religion to. be 
true, rather than grant the. 
Truth, of Catholick Religion. 
For in the like manner they, 
might ſay, That we ought not 
to urge Sectaries out of. Scri= 
Pture (or any other Principle 
grant 
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zranted by them) for ſear, leſt 
hey ſhould deny Scripture, ra- - 
her than aſſent to the Tenets 
»f our Church. © By Chriſtian 
Religion, I anderſtind the Re- 
ligion preached by Chriſt and his 
Apoſiles : which, among other 
Things, taught as an Article of 
Faith, that it would continue 
to be the true Religion zl] the 
worlds exd: and conſequently, 
if 1t was ever true, it is {till true : 
and ſince, certalaly, 1t cannot 


be found but among : Chriſti- 


ans, I conclude;that only among 
Chriſtians, the true Religion 1s 
tobe found. | 
Neither can I omit here to 
take notice of a certain kind of 
men, who term themſelves Yir- 
tuoſt, or the Wits of the Nation, 


that deny all zratters of Fa#, 


unleſs 


5 


. unleſs they perceive them by 


their own ſenſes; and admit no- 
thing elſe , but what Natural 
"Reaſon does demonſtrate unta 
them. So that they deny both 
"Divine and Humane Faith, all 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, 
and waar Jn em Bur 
the Abſurdity of this opinion is 
manifeſt. For , as concerning 


_ what they aſlert in reference 


to matters of Fa® , we may 
tell them , that, according to 


their Principles, we cannot be= 
lieve , That they think what 


they ſay, *neither can they be- 
lieve, That we think 'what we 
ſay. For theit Thoughts ta 
us, and our Thoughts to them, 
are matters of Fad&, ſeated be- 
yond the pale of 'the Senſes; 
| 'F and 


4 
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-and conſequently, if their Prin» 


ctples be good, no Body ought. 
to. treat with them , nor they 
with atly Body :- For no Body 
ought , in prudence, to deal 
with him, whom he can zever 
believe , that he thinks what 
he ſays. -Whence all Humane 
Converſation would becaſt off; 
which 1s againſt the very nature 
of man. For man 1s defined, 
by Philoſophers, Animal Soci- 
abile. Yea » the ſrenification 
of Words , Characters , and 
other arbitrary Signs, where-' 
with-weexpoard to others cur 
Thoughts > do depend upon 
Humane Faith, and upon 'the 
perſwaſton we have, 'that the 
Firſt Inventers, and Maſters of 


| ſuch 
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22 
- ſuch words ſuch Things ſhould 


be ſignified 3 and fo, by deny- 


ing all Humane Faith, they ren- 
der void the Inſtruments of Hu- 


mane Converſation. Moreover, 


no Servant ought #0 obey their 
commands, 'no Body ought #o 
condeſcend to their requeſts. 
For, no Body , according to 
their Maxims, can believe that 


they intend , what they ſeem 


to command 3 nor that. they 
deſire” what chey ak, the aitu- 


al intentions, and deſtres of men, 


being matters of FaF , which 
do not fall within the verge of. 


our Senſes. And ſure., no 


Body ought fn reaſon, to. obey 
the commands of a'Superiours- 
- unleſs he believe , that he ſeri- 
” uf intends- what he com- 


Þ, 2 mands3 
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.-mands 3 nor coxdeſcend to the 
requeſt of -a Friend , unleſs. he-- 
- believes, that he deſires what he 


aske. 

Again, ſuch men as Theſe, 
if they ſtand to their Tenets, 
cannot be/zeve, that they have 
any right,0r title, to the Eſtates, 
or Prerogatives » which they 
polleſs. For the right to fuch 


"Eſtates, and Prerogatives,. does 


Cas we ſuppoſe) conliſt, in that 


-they deſcend from ſuch Ance- 


ſtors, who' entailed. upon. their. 


Heirs, ſuch Lands, or Titles : 


and according to their Maxims. 
they cannot believe. that they 
deſcend from ſuch Anceſtors 


-For they . never perceived it; 
-with their Senſes. Why there-. 
:fore may not one. take away. 


their 
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- their Eſtates , ſince they car” 


plead no right to them? 'Finaly 
ly, their a&tons do manifeſtly 
contradict This their aſſertion. 
For they ſcarce do, or ſay any 
thing, great or little, wherein 
they do not govern themſelves 
by the bamane Faith of ſome 
thing or other 3 as they Them- 
ſelves may eaſily be convince4 
of, if they will be pleafed to-- 
refle&t upon their -own afti-- 
ONS. 

Now concerning what they 


affirm of Natural Reaſon , to: 


which they will needs ſeem to 


bs ſo mnch devoted ; there 


can be nothing more comtrary - 
to Nitaral Reaſon, than to per- 
ſwade our ſelves, that we 
onght 49: believe: nothing above 

FE". + -: its © 
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For though Natural Rea- 
on docs not demonſtrate unto 
us Thoſe Myſteries, which are 
above 1ts reach , yet 1t does 
demonſtrate that there are ſuch 
Myſteries, For, what 1s more 
clear to our Natural Reaſon, 
than that God-does know ings 
above our Natural Reaſon ? 
Otherwiſe he would not be 
infinitely. Wiſe 5 as he would 
not be infinitely .Powerful , if 
he could not do Things aboye 
our. Natural - Forces. If | he 
knows ſuch Myſteries, Natural 
Reaſon Demonſtrates , either 
that he may reveal them unto 
us 3/4ediately by himſelf, or 
that he may Commiſſion men 
to that intent 53 otherwiſe he 
would not be infinitely Power- 


ful : 


P 
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# - - fal.: and that if he does rs- 
in veal them unto us, either by 
= 1 himſelf', or by men, whom he 
es 


has commiſſioned to that pur- 


h poſe 3 we ought to believethens; 
nt otherwiſe he would not be of 
3 


infinite Authority. 
4 Whence I conclude , out of 
the. Principles of Natnre , that 


= we may be bound to believe My- 
& | - fteries above the reach of Na- 
--7 tural Reaſon. Forif God does -- "1 
Ye ' reveal them, we are bound to ; 
oe believe them : But he may re- 
_ veal them 3 therefore we may 
a be bound to believe them. . Hence 
O it fol Owh thar his conſequence 
oF 1s Null, (though fo common in 
N the months of rhe Virtuoſt) vite 
4 Such 4 Myſtery is above the reach 
——— of. | Naturat Reaſon 5 Therefore 


= Fo. | 3-4 we: 
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we are not not bound (or. we.. 
cannot be bound ) to believe it.. 


Again, if God can commiſſuor 


men topreachunto us Myſteries, 
above the reach of our Natural ' 
Reaſon > he may attend them 


with ſach Marks and Signs, as 
may evidence unto ſuch as are 
concerned therein » that they 


are commiſſioned by God unto. 


them. For, of What value is 
a Commiſſion, unleſs the Au- 
thenticateneſs thereof - may be 


made evident? And herel leave 


theſe Authors to think with 


themſelves, what S7grs , or 


Atarks they would prudently re- 
quire » Fo be perſwaded , that 
uch men have been commi(ſſe- 
oxed by God to preach a Re- 
Iigion 3 and we engage to evince, 


That. 


_—_ 
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- That /«ch 24+ks did concur in © 


Chriſt, arid his Apoſtles, and' ſes 
veral other Preachers of Chri- 


ſtian, and Catholick Religion - + 


with this Adyertifement_ , that 
they cannot ratronally require 
a greater evideice' of Gods 
commands, to think themfelyes 
bound to obey then, than of 
the Kings Commands, in order 
to ſubmit unto them', ever in 


matters, wherein their Lives, - 


and Fortunes are concerned: 
For the greater "Obligation of 
obeying God before mex?, does 
not neceflarily conſift” in the 


greater "evidenre of his' Cori - 


mands, but in the' greater” Digs 


rity and Authority of his Per- -- 


ſons - 
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Perhaps, ſome may objeR, .. 


That if we can find out the 
True Revealed Religion by the 
light of Nature, without being 
guided therein , by the True 
Religion, or Church,. why may 
we 'not find out All the Articles | 
of the True Religion , and 
Church, without being guided 
thereby , and withour.the pre- 
vious knowledge thereof , by 


the light, only, of Natural Rza> 5» 


Ws... 
- To thisI anſwer, that with 
as much reaſon I might ask our 
Adverſaries, why we may not 
build, the Superſirudures. withs 
out laying firſt the Foundation, 
as we can lay the Foundation, 
without laying firſs another 
Foundation ? or, as we can go! 


by... 


b our ſelves to a Maſter to be 
taught by him, why can we nov 
learn by our ſelwes ,. what ever. 
ſuch a Maſter can teachus? or+ - 
as by o wr felves we make appli» 
cation to the Judges, conſtituted 
by. the King, to know the True. 
Senſe of. the Law-, in intricate. -* 
places 3 'why may we not un» 
derſtand the True:ſenſe of thoſe = 
places, without making any 1 uch. 
application ©» Certainly,.there is. - 
no Body, whodoes not plainly, 
lee, OS ſuch queſtions are fri-.- 


And ſuch”, doubtleſs, is the- 
fxmentiched queſtion our Ad- Di 
verſary propoſes unto.us. , 
the True Church ts tbe Tallar,, | 
and Foundation of Ecith , the. 
ai iris of what we are to be-**: 


lieves.% 
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| Titwe,, and of what we are t0-., 
| do, in order to ſalvation; and .. 
S 4b the Judge in Controverſies of 
F of Religion. Yea, we might 
ask our Adverſaries, why they 
might not'find out all 2fyſteries 
of Faith , without the help of 
Scripture, as they find out Scr#- 
pare _ without the previous 
kriowledge thereof. 

And becauſe our Adverſaries | 
will have Scripture to be the . | * 
Sole Judge of all Religious 
Controverſies, let them reflet, 
that as, without all queſtion, | 
there would be a great Confus 

ffon in a Kingdom , wherein 
every ove muſt decide «ll pleas 
relating unto him, by the writ-- 
eg, Law, underſtood according 

to his private reaſon, without .. 


being; .. 
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being boxnd to ſubmit to the 
| Sentence of any /iving Judge, 
conſtituted by the Supreme 
Governour : So,doubtleſs,there 
cannot but be a horrid confuſi- 
on in a Church, where every 
one Is permitted to decide al/ 
Debates in Religion by Scrj- 
pture, (or the Written Law of 
GoJ) underſtood according to 
his private Reaſon3 without bee 
| | ing bound to ſubmit to the De- 
cifion of any living Judge. 
Yea, the very Conſtitution, 
, and practice of the Church of 
| England, and of other Prote»- 
' ſtant Churches, does evidently 
prove, That Scripture is not the. 
Tudge of Controverſies , nor lo. 
clear, that any one, who-reads 
It, or hears1t read, may, with- 


- 
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ont. the heip of any Expoſetory © 


or living Judge, maniteltly un- 
derſtand whatſoever is neceſſary 
to be believ'dy or doze by b1m, 
11 order to Salvation :..and that 
whatſoever any one, by read- 
ing of Scripture, .or hearing it 


read , does .not clearly-ander. . 


ud , It is no matter whether® 
he Wnderſtands it, or wot. For 
It 15a common pr atice amonglt . 
the Members of the Church of 
England, who are :perſivaded 
ike tlieis Church is a True 
Church, in difficulties that - a- 
riſe about the true meaning of 


Scriptures » to make their ad- 


dreſs', (anc to- think they onght. 
to do fo) to the Doctors *f 
their Church, to receive from : 
them the ſolution of ſuch Dif-' 
ficulties-;. 


bs 


-- 
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ficnlties... Now if every -one 


*by bimfelf clearly ' underſtands, 
-1n Scripture',.. what foever 75 ne- 


ceſſary unto him for his ſalvati- 
on; and whatfoever-he does, 


not by himſelf. 3 clearly under- 


ſtand)in Scriptures 'tis 0 matter 
whether he ever underſtands it, cr 
ot,” what need has he to make 
his addreſs to the. Dottors of 
his Church ,..to be inſtructed 
by them ; concerning the* mean- 
ing of Scriptures? For he needs 
not.their inſtrudion, for what 
be underſtands clearly by him- 
ſelf., as 1s manifeſt 3 nor for 
what he: does net clearly nnder- 
Land by: himfelf: For; accor- 
ding to their Doctrine. he zeeds 
z0t underſtand ſuch Things at 


all. The ſame:may>be applied 
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to-their writing ſo. many Vo- +- 
lumes, to prove out of S:ri- 
pture ſeveral chief Myſteries of 
our Faith. - For what need 1s 
thereof ſuch Writings, if Scrt» 
pture be clear to every one, 
in-all Things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation ? \\ 
The Church alfo'of Fazlard, 
and other Proteſtant Churches, 
do Conſtitute Aſinifters, and 
DodFors, to Preach unto the 
People, and to teach them ſuch 
Things, as are zeceſſary unto 
them, for to ſave their Sonls3 
and vaſt Revenues are allow- 
ed them upouw: this account. 
Now, if Scripture does- teach 
al/ Things neceſſary to Salvati- 
on 5. ſo clearly, that any one; - 
without, the aſſiſtance of 'a 
i each» 
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Teacher, may manifeſtly un- 


" derſtand them 5 and what he 


does not manifeſtly under- 
ſtand, without the aſliſtance 
of a Teacher , 'tis zo matter, 
whether he underSfands it of 
rot, why ſhould they Con- 
ſtitute Preachers, and Teach- 
ers 2. or why ſhould they. af- 
ſign ſuch vaſt Revenues ,. for 

an employment , which, whe- © 


' ther he who has it , does ever 


exerciſe, or not, "tis no matter > 
The Practice therefore, and 
Conſtitution of the Emgliþ 
Church, and of other .Prote- 
ſtant Churches, does evident- 
ly evince , That Scripture is 
not ſo clear that any one, with- 


out the help of an Expoſitor, 


may with eaſe underſtand what- 
| ever. 
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ever-1s zeceſſary in order to Sa[--- 


vation 3 and that what he does 
not underſtand ſo, he never 
needs to underſtand it at all. 
And if Scripture cannot decide 
clearly, by it ſelf, all Debates 
eoncerning matters xeceſ/ary to 


Salvation., certainly fhe.chief 


and. ultimate Deciſt ton of {ich 
Debates belongs to the Church : 


from whom. we may expect a, 


new Declaration » and Definiti- 


on (if occifion requires ) to. 


make clear thofe Things, which 
before were doubtful: Where 
as we can never expect any 
mew Scripture to that put 
poſe: 

Belides, it is -certain , that 
God never intended to write 
ſuch” a Scripture » as No Body 
ſhould 
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. ſhould - depend of another for 


the right intelligence thereof : 


otherwiſe he: would have pen- 


ned It-i# all vulgar Languages, 
or in a Language, that a. ſhould 
underſtind : which: , - certain- 
ly, he did not. As therefore 
they muſt. depend upon the 
Skill; and Fidelity of the Tran- 
fſlator 1n order to have the True 


_ Scripture; why- may they not 
depend. alfo upon #he honesty, 
and, earring of an Expoſitor, 1n 


order to attain the right Senſe 

thereof? NPIS 
Wherefore , unleſs Prote- 

ſtants will condemn #he + com- 


201 FraFice , and even the 


very Conititution of their own 
Churches, and render infignj- 
ficant the main, -and al moſt only 
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ens. 
employment of their Paſtonrss5 - 
they cannot- believe Scripture 
to be ſo clear, evenin zeceſſary 
Points, as they ſeem to make it: 
eſpecially fince they are not 1g- 


norant , that Scriprtare it ſelf” 


does plainly tell them, 2 Pet. 
3. 16. that many hard and ob- 
ſenre Things are contained in 
Scripturesz wherein the very 


Salvation of men is deeply con-, 


cerned. And fince Proteſtants 
make their addrefs, as daily 
experience does teach us ', 'fo 
#heir Church , and to the Do- 
Fors thereof, in Points contro- 
verted, 'tisan evident ſign, that - 
they are perſwaded , that #he 
voice of the Chareh 1s clearer - 
in ſuch points, than Scripture: 
For-no Body cat-in prudence 
ſeek = 
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ſeek out the right , and clear 
intelligence, of a Thing that is 
obſcure, by what is as much, or 
more obſcure. 

And ſince moreover, Natu- 
ral reaſon doesteachns, that we 
ought to begin with what 
clear, to arrive tothe right In- 
telligence of what-z#r ob/cnre, I 
conclude, that the watural or- 
der of Things does require, that 
we ſhould ſeek out the Trve 
Seripture, and Trae' Senſethere- 
of, * by the Chnrch; rather than 
'the Trne Charch by the Scri 
PEAre. | 

- Fromwhat has been ſet down 
inthe progreſs of this Diſcourſe, 
"tis manifeſt ,' that our Adverſa- 
ries cannot', with any {hew of 
probability, objeCt againſt us a 
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viciows Circle, wherewith they = 
pretend to puzzle many Ca- 


tholick Writers 3 as if they 
did prove the Scriptare by the 
Church , and the Church by 
the Scripiare, For though 
we (hew #he Truth of Scri- 
pture ,. and all other Articles 


of the Roman Faith by the_ 


Truth of the *Roman Charch, 
yet we ſhew the Truth of the 


Roman Church , not. by the/ 


Scripture , but by 1 ItS PMIracu- 
lows propagation .and its mira- 


culous - propagation.,, by the: 
common conſent of our Adver-_ 


ſaries', by conſtant Tradition, 


and by Natural Reaſon. For. 
our Adverlaries | grant /,- and” 


conſtant Traditionſhews, That 


the -Romar Catholick Religion 
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- 18 a hard . Religion 5 .and yet 
"that it has been propagated in 


the manner aboveſaid ; and 
then Natural Reaſon #28 teach. 
us, That ſcb a propagaticn of 


ſach a Religion could not be ef- 


fected without the particular,and 
miraculous afſiſtance of God. 

* Some perhaps will defire to 
know yz what comnexion Wwe 
admit between the Motzves, 
and *Inducements, which we 
have to perſiwade our ſelves, 
that the Komers Catholick Re-: 
ligion' 18 Trze , and between 
the Truth therect ? or what 
Certainty we have of the Ex- 
iftency of ſuch Motives and. 7y-. 
dicements's ' and whether this 
Connexion and Certainty » be. 


; Moral or  Metaphyſ wcal 2 .To 
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avoid Scholaſtick Nicities, IT - 
anſwer ( ſuppoſing , that ſuch 
as propoſe this Queſtion , do 
profeſs themſelves Chriſtians) 
that the Conmnexion between 
the Inducements we have to 
be Catholicks, and the Truth 
of Catholick, Religion 3 and 
the Certainty we have con- 
cerning the Exiſtency of ſuch 
Trducements 5 1s the ſamey as _. 
the connexion between the I- 
ducements we have to be Chri- 
ftians, and the Truth of Chri- 
ſftian Religion 3 and the cer- 
tainty concerning the exiſtency 
of ſuch Trducements. So that 
we have the ſame kind of Cer- 
tainty concerning the Truth of 
the Roman Catholick Church 
and the particular Tenets here. 
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of , as concerning the. Truth 


of, Chriſtian Religion, and the 
general Tenets, of Chriſtianity : 
and the ſame queſtion. may be 
xr »poſed'to. any: profeſſour of 
Chriſtianity 3 yeay to the. pro- 
fellours of any revealed Re- 
lgion. - So that the difficulty 
1s'not proper'unto us, -but' com- 
210 to all ſuch 'as allow any 
revealed Religion 3 'and con- 
ſequently, they are all equally 
bound to. ſolve it. 


I anſwer again+, - that the 
fore-mentioned: Connexion, and 


 Certaznty » 1s: at leaſt -Aoraly 


(I. do.not, ſays that. it is,not 
Metzphyſical) and ſych , as. to 
deny,,, or queſtion it ; . would 


"be; a z4agneſs-c / 10; the. fame 


G matt- 
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--manner , as It is avorally cep- 
.:#ain, that there have been in 
the world ſuch men, as Ju- 


lins Ceſar , Wi'liam-the. Cone 
querour , and. Henry the Eighth, 


© and that they did fuch , - and 


ſuch: Aﬀions , - as *are*conftant- 
Iy reported by the' writers of 
their . Lives, -and* commonly 


\ believed. without any | hefita- 
. tiong3-and whoever ſhould call 
.m queſtion any 'of Fheſe |; - 
Things. would be look 'dmp-- 


on as a Mad man. Wherefore 


. as -it would'be a madneſs to 
ſay, perhaps, there has never 
:been-m the world fuch a man 


as Willians the Congqueronr, per» 
haps he never was m Erg/ad, 


- perhaps he did not ſubdue &rg- 
:land by his Arms: So in like 


mant- 
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manner, it 'would be a folly” 
to affirm, perhaps, there have 


never been in the. world ſuch 


men, as Chriſ# and his Apoſtles, 
perhaps they never ' preached 


Chriſtianity, perhaps they never 


Converted Nations from Pagans - 


iſm to Chriſtianiſmyperhapsthey 


never did-any of Thoſe Miracu- - 
ous Actions,which are common- 
Is recorded 'of them , and cott- - 


ſtantly believed by Chriſtians. - - 


. , The ſame'may be applied to 
ſeveral Preachers of C4tholick 
Rtligion. $0; doub:leſs; it - 
would be a madneſs to- queſti- | 
ott » - whether there. has ever © 
been ſuch a man as Saint Fram: 
- cis XKaverins , or whether he 
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ever. preached Catholzek> Relt- 
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o10N \, 'Or ever converted "any 
people to it , -or whether he 
ever did any of -Thoſe ſtupen- 
diows ations, which are-com- 
monly related of him, and cre. 


dited by Catholicks. © For we 
- have-at leaſt as: much evidence, 


or the ſame kind of evidence, 


' for theſelatter aCtions-of Chri/#, 
his Apoſtles » and other- Apo- 


ſtolical men, as 'for thoſe'fot- 
mer actions of W:1/ram the:Con- 
querour , Henry the Eighth, or 


; Julins Cefar; "Neither were 


the. Miracles 'of Chriſt. , | his 


| Apoltles-, and - other": Apoſto« 
-/Jical men, leſF" palpable" to 


fach., as were ſtanders- by, 
and from whom - they. i were 


handed down tous : ner fo 
' hard, to. God , the. principal 
| Agent .. 
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Agent of them, nor more rare 


in themfelves yz than the famous. 
Exploits of Williare the Com- 


queroue, and others 3 and cons 


ſequently they: are not-leſs cre- © 


dibte- 


Now whoevercomes todeny, - - 
or queſtion Things orally cex- © 


zzin, (which to deny, or que- 


ſtion, is a madneſs ) he will 


come alſo to deny, or queſti - 


on 5” Things Metaphyſſcally cer- 


Fam: For; what ſs there, thac. 
a, Mad; mar will tot deaiy;y. or © 


aueftion £ $9 that,,. if png rot 
not be Mad, * nor* Oblttn: 
Flortl Tertainty will be enou 


- 
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to convince him; © But if one © 
-4s relolved to be Mad, or Ob» ©: 
ſtinate 5 -Neither Phyſical , nor - © 
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Metaphyſical certainty -will fuf- * 


fice. And: ſo we--ſee , that . 


as ſome. have. denied , or que- 
ſtioned . Things. 4forally Cer» 
t4in,, {04others have denied, 


or.queſtioned Things Phyſtcat- 


ly or Metaphyſtcally certain * 


For. there is'no Madneſs with- 


out a -Patrori. Nlle fotuitas 


abſque patrono- «. 


-.... Beſides, . our Adyerſax 
ries. ( ſure ))- will never 


confeſs, That it is 'Mo- . 


rally . certain , that  what- 
ever the. Roman Gartha- 
lick Religion. delivers as 


an, Article of Faith , %s 
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rue ;- or -ithat | the'- My: 


_ ſeries of Trar _— 


Purgatory, and the like, are 
as. certainly true , as that 
there.has been :{uch a man 
as Henry'the Ezgbth.W here- 
fore , it will be enough, 
if =s can bring Sectaries to 


grant. ,- that: all-the' Myfte 


ries of our Faith! are; 19s 
rally certain. Yea, if in 


this'Syllogiſm (fo frequent 


aDitputes:concerning _ 
T-aſin of E Gith): viz. 


Whailoever. Cad us 
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not "Inv Hy verſe poſſe be 
otherwile. 


the Myſteries of the Izcar- 
tion ',, the Real Prefence, 
ahd. tes other. OO of 


our Faith..." >, : FJje 1 


Epoo, tha 


"But God: "MY evivealsf Y: 


nation , the Tranſubſtantia- -- 


the -{ovarneran:? apbiT lobe 5 
| other Acticles.of. \ our. Faith, 
FT | are True, and cannot in + 
a7 caſe poſſuble: be: ether--- 
( WIE... 


if 2 reyealed; is True; and can- _ | 
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gn - ;wiſe; If (I fay yYche Minor 
&þ | \of the: ls art Syl- 
| /logiſm be granted, or ſhewn 
_| 1tobe, at leaſt morally" cer- 
"o | : fain, f will:be. a madneſs 
” | tO deny; or: queſtion; Not 
-- :only the Truth of. the Ar- 
» -ticks of our Faith:; : but al- 


2 . _-fotheir incapacity to be falſe, 

. 'In any caſe: unaginable-And 

, what more, : than. this.,. can 
J rationally be required , 

e - 8 evidence the Truth of our 
oe Faith, and Religion ? 

bs Ina 


—_ | And, to cloſe up the 
> whole | 
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j; whole Diſcoutfe 3 I am: 
11 .confident ;- - that - nothing 

\'F material can be- bbjected * 
.agatiiſt This Method, which 
bas: not; been anſweret : - 
though { perhaps; tnore -| 
compentionſly y. thatr ſome 

would defire. Whatever 
Elſe may occur ;.. contrary 
[Unto it, any: moderate wit- . 
;will.-be/able to folve.': - | 
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